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Foreword

This Management Plan is a statement of how the Borough Council as landowner
proposes to manage its high profile downland at the eastern most end of the
new South Downs National Park. It is considered to be an informative
document and is a revision of the Summer 2007-2012 Management Plan.
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this Management plan is:a.
b.
c.

To establish the Council’s policy on land management for the
Eastbourne Downland.
To record a data base of the ecological and recreational importance
of the land.
To be a public record of the way the Council will manage the
downland.

General Description
The total area of approximately 1700 hectares (4200 acres) is owned and has
been managed by Eastbourne Borough Council since it was purchased in the
1920's.
The following are brief extracts from the long and detailed minutes of evidence
given before a Select Committee of the House of Lords at that time:
“The Corporation's desire, and I do not know that anybody questions it, is to
preserve that beauty spot, to preserve it in its existing condition without being
fenced in or ploughed up or built upon or dealt with in any way which would
affect the general amenities. I do not think there is any question about that.
The land in question consists of 4100 acres. We want to ensure that the
character of the land is preserved as it is at present"
Mr J Abady, Learned Counsel for Eastbourne Corporation giving evidence to a
Select Committee of the House of Lords 1926.
"It is the deliberate intention of the Corporation, in promoting this clause, to
secure the public the free and open use of the Downs in perpetuity?"
The Mayor replied "Absolutely".
Examination of the Mayor, Alderman Charles Knight before Select Committee
1926.
In addition to providing additional open space for leisure and also to allow for
the spread of rare flora and fauna, members of the Council also had in mind
these

statements made many years ago, when the policy, which reduced the farmed
area and provided additional public open space, was agreed in 1991.
The Eastbourne Downland Estate is divided in to two types of land use. 1199
hectares (2963 acres) is farmed with either an arable/pasture rotation system
or was managed as Environmentally Sensitive Area (E.S.A.) grassland, which is
now tranferring to an Environmental Stewardship scheme. The remainder of
the area, 490 hectares (1211 acres) is open public access and is an extensively
used recreational and ecological resource.
On the farmed area, wildlife habitats have diminished over the last 70 years to
small remnants of unploughed land, however since the early 1990’s
approximately 696 hectares (1721 acres) are now permanent grassland under
the E.S.A. scheme, which is now coming to an end and will be transferring to
Environmental Stewardship schemes from 2012.
Public access on farmed areas is restricted to the rights of way, 27km (17
miles) footpath, 30km (19 miles) bridleway. Over the same period, the public
open access area has altered with over 400 acres of former grass downland on
the eastern escarpment now covered in scrub and ash woodland and the
addition of 355 acres of new chalk grassland in 1991–2.

Management Objectives

To maintain and enhance:
The extremely high landscape beauty
An appropriate level of recreation in any given area
Traditional land use.
The diversity of ecological habitats.
The preservation of specialised habitats for rare
species.
Historical buildings.
Archaeological Sites and Monuments.
Partnerships.

-5-

The whole downland area is considered to be of extreme importance for six
main reasons.

Locally

Regionally
Nationally

As a 'therapeutic lung' providing a variety of sustainable
recreational opportunities for Eastbourne's residents. There are
1,211 acres of open access land and numerous rights of way
across the farmland.
As a major part of the last remaining undeveloped chalk cliff
coastline in south east Britain, designated as a Heritage Coast
and Voluntary Marine Conservation Area
As a renowned coastal headland, second only to Lands End,
situated at the eastern end of the South Downs National Park.
The downland contains the start/finish of three major long
distance routes - The South Downs Way (footpath and
bridleway), The Wealdway and the 1066 Country Walk.

Ecologically

There are areas of species rich calcareous grassland, rare flora,
and the area is extremely important for migrating and resident
breeding birds and butterflies. Large areas of the Downland
are, therefore, designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) and have management agreements with Natural
England.

Agriculturally

The land will be transferring from Environmentally Sensitive
Area schemes(ESA) to Stewardship Schemes, both of which are
administered by Natural England. The Council are pleased that
the 696 hectares (1721 acres) that were entered into the ESA
scheme have received no herbicide, pesticide or fertilisers
under the rules of the scheme. Such restrictions, which the
Council see as positive improvements, may be subject to some
minor changes when the Stewardship schemes begin.

Archaeologically The area is rich in archaeological remains, including a rare
Neolithic Causeway Camp, numerous Bronze Age round
barrows and also various field systems (All designated as
Scheduled Ancient Monuments by English Heritage).

The open aspect and wide vistas of the downs, particularly at this eastern end
of the South Downs, is totally a product of agricultural management over the
last 5000 years. Since the Neolithic, the whole area has been altered from its
natural vegetation of native woodland (the wildwood). Cessation of
management on parts of the area during the last 70 years have shown how
quickly vegetation changes can degrade the area's historic landscape and
wildlife habitats. If features of importance are to be maintained for future
generations, then management practices designed to maintain them must
continue.

Compartment Descriptions
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To ease the description for such a diverse site, the area is split into sixteen
compartments as follows:
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Compartment 1

Is bounded by the Eastbourne Borough boundary with the National Trust land
to the west, the Frost Hill fence line to the north, bridleway 21 to the east of the
B2103 road and the mean low water mark in the south.

Established Grassland
Re-sown Grassland
Scrub
Woodland
Foreshore

10.0 ha
60.78 ha
6.0 ha
1.0 ha
10.89 ha

Total

88.67 ha

Belle Tout is an old chalk grassland area with approximately one third scrub,
Horseshoe Plantation and car park. It is regionally important for bird migration.
The compartment also includes 100 acres of new downland, Hodcombe, sown
with a chalk grassland/wildflower seed mix in Spring 1992. Following traditional
management practices (grazing and hay making), there has since been an
increase in chalk grassland species, notably a large colony of Bee orchids
(Ophrys apifera), noted. Also, Pyramidal orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) and
Small Scabius (Scabiosa columbaria).
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Upright Brome and Sheeps Fescue dominate the old grassland; Tor grass is
present in only a few small patches.
Scrub on top of Belle Tout is predominately gorse and privet, with scattered
blocks of hawthorn, blackthorn and wayfaring tree immediately to the north
east of Belle Tout lighthouse.
Horseshoe Plantation is Ash and Sycamore dominated, with scattered Beech
and a group of Wych Elm, the understory being mainly Elder. The wood
suffered badly in the 1987 hurricane. Ash seedlings tend to spread from the
Plantation onto adjoining chalk grassland.
Recreational importance is high with heavy usage given to both the car
park/picnic site at Horseshoe Plantation and the major walking routes, through
to Birling Gap from Belle Tout.
Belle Tout (ex lighthouse built in 1828) is a private residence and is a listed
building.
The old downland of Belle Tout and a part of the new downland at Hodcombe
(adjacent to Belle Tout layby), are part of the Seaford to Beachy Head Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a Natural England controlled statutory
designation.
The area within the earthworks is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM), an
English Heritage controlled statutory designation.
Belle Tout is currently under a Management Agreement with Natural England.
Hodcombe will be included in a Stewardship grant aid scheme. Belle Tout is
grazed by using tenant farmers livestock during winter months, when flora is
dormant and there is less visitor pressure. Upon new downland at Hodcombe,
grazing can be all year round, in rotation with hay making.

Main habitat types
Intertidal rocks
Vertical Cliff face
Calcareous grassland - Unimproved
Calcareous grassland - Semi-improved
Neutral grassland - Unimproved
Re-established chalk grassland
Light Scrub
Dense Scrub
Woodland
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Features of particular importance
Calluna Chalk Heath.
Fine, close cropped, rabbit grazed turf.
Elms, isolated from neighbouring Elm disease affected areas.
Sheltered blocks of scrub, providing habitat for nesting and
migratory birds.
Chalk grassland plants with restricted national distribution.
A rich insect fauna.
Recreational grassland providing views to the Seven Sisters and
Seaford Head.
Historic building (the first Beachy Head lighthouse).
Archaeologically important horizontal banks and ditches from the
Beaker Period (Bronze Age).
Hodcombe Farm (Private).
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Compartment 2

A line drawn directly north from the lighthouse is the eastern boundary. The
new open downland fence line on West Brow and the B2103 road are the
northern limits, while the mean low water mark is the southern boundary up to
a line drawn south from the junction of Belle Tout (Compartment 1) and the
B2103 road.
Grazed grassland
Scrub
Foreshore

27.65 ha
12.0 ha
24.0 ha

Total:

63.65 ha

Shooters Bottom is an old chalk grassland area, with approximately two thirds
scrub. Regionally important for bird migration. Includes new downland at Far
West (sown with a chalk grassland mix with the wild flowers placed in four
squares in spring 1991) and West Brow (chalk grassland mix sown in spring
1992, with the area extended on existing Rye grass from Bullock Down Farm in
autumn 1996).
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The well walked cliff edge grasslands are dominated by Sheeps Fescue. Further
away from the cliff, the grassland and scrub mosaic contains rank Upright
Brome and Sheeps Fescue.
Gorse is extensive with denser areas of Blackthorn, Hawthorn and Elder scrub.
Except for a few blocks close to the road and part of the Shooters Bottom
valley, scrub density is light.
The cliff edge grasslands are a superb recreational facility providing pleasant
walking upon nationally scarce coastal downland turf.
The Shooters Bottom lay-by provides sheltered access for informal recreation,
such as for picnics and circular walks. The old downland is a SSSI with Natural
England and is currently under a management agreement with them. The new
downland will be in the Stewardship scheme.
Livestock grazing takes place at Shooters Bottom during winter months, when
flora is dormant and there is less visitor pressure. Upon new downland at Far
West, grazing can be all year round, in rotation with hay making. Similarly, the
new downland at West Brow can be grazed all year round in rotation with hay
making.
Of interest there has been an increase in chalk grassland species on Far West,
including Pyramidal orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis), noted from summer
2005.
Main habitat types
Intertidal rocks
Vertical Cliff face
Calcareous grassland - Unimproved
Calcareous grassland - Semi-improved
Neutral grassland - Unimproved
Re-established chalk grassland
Light Scrub
Dense Scrub

Features of particular importance
Sheltered blocks of scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory
birds.
Chalk grassland plants of extremely restricted national distribution.
Scattered clumps of Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) at Shooters Bottom
A rich insect fauna
Fine turfed, cliff top grassland, providing access for walking.
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Compartment 3

A line drawn directly north from Beachy Head Lighthouse is the western
boundary. The new open downland fence line to the north of the B2103 up to
the entrance to Bullock Down Farm is the northern boundary.
A line drawn from the Farm entrance to the top of the slope down to Whitbread
Hollow, continued south westwards along the crest of the slope following the
SDW footpath to just east of the Peace Path cliff top viewpoint is the eastern
boundary. From the Peace Path cliff top viewpoint along the centre of the ridge
and continued along the centre of the "Head Ledge" and from there following
the low water point up to the Lighthouse is the southern boundary.
Mown grassland
Unmown Grassland
Scrub
Cliff slope foreshore

43.30 ha
3.0 ha
6.0 ha
28.0 ha

Total:

80.30 ha
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Due to the constant grass cutting and pressure from trampling feet, the mown
grassland is species poor. About 1 ha of the unmown grassland has a
reasonable species richness dominated by Sheeps Fescue while the remainder
is rank Tor grass. The dense Hawthorn/Blackthorn scrub has formed thickets up
to 2.5m high.
As the major centre for car parking, interpretation and refreshment/toilet
facilities this compartment is of prime importance for recreation. The open
downland upon the clifftop provides space for a wide range of recreational
pursuits.
South of the coast road, the downland is a SSSI with Natural England. All the
downland in compartment 3 will be included in a Stewardship grant-aid scheme.
The scrub-grassland block between the coast road and SDW to the east of
Beachy Head is grazed by cattle during autumn as part of compartment 4. For
the downland area to the north of the coast road (created with a chalk
grassland mix in spring 1992, extended on rye grass in autumn 1996), grazing
can be all year round, in rotation with hay making.
Main habitat types
Intertidal rocks
Shingle beach
Sand beach
Chalk scree with boulders
Vegetated cliff slope
Vertical cliff face
Calcareous grassland - Semi-Improved
Calcareous grassland - Improved
Re-established chalk grassland
Neutral (mown) grassland
Dense scrub

Features of particular importance
Recreational grassland
Refreshment/toilet facilities
Important viewpoint and disabled access path
Marine, wave cut platform
South facing vegetated cliff slope with rock tumble
Chalk grassland plants with extremely restricted national distribution
Coastguard/Police building.
Countryside Centre which is currently leased to a charitable trust who
use volunteers to run the centre.
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Compartment 4

Is the steep, south east facing escarpment between Beachy Head to Frances
Bottom and Whitbread Hollow. The boundaries are the top of the slope and the
lower slopes footpath from Foyle Way at the bottom.

Grassland
Scrub

12 ha
13 ha

Total:

25 ha

The south facing grassland is predominately Tor grass except for 1 hectare of
rabbit grazed Horseshoe Vetch and a few, smaller, species rich areas.
Scrub is a mixture of Hawthorn, Elder, Blackthorn, Dogwood, Gorse, Cherry and
Bramble with invading Ash and Sycamore trees in Whitbread Hollow.
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Due to the landform, access is mainly along the escarpment following the South
Downs Way and at the foot of the slope from Foyle Way. The latter is well used
by local residents as a circular sheltered walking route.
The site is a SSSI with Natural England and will be included in a Stewardship
grant-aid scheme. Scrub management for the compartment is indicated in the
Scrub Management recommendations (See Appendix 3). The steep escarpment
slopes on each side of the Hollow are grazed during summer months.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland - Unimproved
Calcareous grassland - Semi-Improved
Calcareous grassland - Improved
Dense scrub
Light scattered scrub
Coppiced scrub

Features of particular importance:Important viewpoints
Sheltered walkways
Sheltered scrub, providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds
Chalk grassland plants with restricted national distribution
Sheltered grassland, providing habitat for insects of restricted
national distribution
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Compartment 5

From the cafeteria at the end of Dukes Drive the compartment is the area to
the south of the South Downs Way, including part of Front Hill, Whitbread
Hollow playing fields and Frances Bottom.. The boundary follows footpaths 57
and 67, the cliff top and the railings around Foyle Way form the southern
boundary.
Grazed and mown grassland
Scrub

30 ha
2 ha

Total

32 ha
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A large part of this sheltered grassland has evidence of agricultural use in the
past hence these areas have a sward of mixed quality. Upright Brome appears
to dominate with many nectar bearing flowers such as knapweed and carrot
being present. The area between Foyle Way and the South Downs Way is
dominated by Sheeps Fescue.
Scrub is light, scattered, Hawthorn and Elder.
Part of the area is leased to St Bedes school as a playing field. (Whitbread
Hollow). Recreationally the area is used both by locals as a circular sheltered
walking route of the slower slopes and to Cow Gapvisitor usage as a walkway
from the seafront to Beachy Head.
The area is a SSSI with Natural England and will be include in a Stewardship
grant-aid scheme. The area is currently grazed by cattle between September
and March.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland - Unimproved
Calcareous grassland - Semi-Improved
Neutral grassland
Light, scattered scrub

Features of particular importance
Start of the South Downs Way footpath section
Also is the start of The Wealdway.
Sheltered level walking
Chalk grassland plants with restricted national distribution (Spring Gentian)
Sheltered grassland with a rich insect community
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Compartment 6

Includes all of the cliff slope and slump areas alongside footpath 60 towards
Cow Gap.
The northern boundary is the top edge of the uppermost cliff. The mean low
water mark opposite the western fence around Holywell Pumping Station to the
mean low water mark at the Head Ledge is the southern boundary.
Foreshore
Grassland
Scrub

17 ha
6 ha
1 ha

Total:

24 ha

Much of this area is a mixture of maritime influenced vegetated slope with
exposed chalk, the dominant grass being Sheeps Fescue.
Scrub is Elder, Hawthorn and Blackthorn.
Recreational use is mainly along the footpath to Cow Gap and the beach at
Falling Sands and lighthouse.
The compartment is part of the East Sussex Heritage Coast and is a SSSI with
Natural England.
Main habitat types
Intertidal rocks
Shingle beach
Vegetated shingle beach
Vegetated and exposed chalk, cliff slope
Vertical cliff face
Scrub
Calcareous grassland - Semi-improved

Features of particular importance
The only access point to the beach and base of cliff
An important geological site rich in fossils
Sheltered south facing vegetated cliff slope, important for insects
The only vegetated shingle within the management area
Chalk grassland and plants with extremely restricted national distribution
Marine, wave cut, platform
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Compartment 7

The farm boundary fence line to the west of the B2103, between the entrance
to Bullock Down Farm and the Beachy Head road junction, is the western
boundary. Following Upper Dukes Drive and from there to the start of the
South Downs Way is the northern boundary. The South Downs Way is the
southern boundary, up to a point opposite Bullock Down Farm entrance.
Grazed and mown grassland
Scrub and Fire Rides
Woodland
Allotment Gardens

8 ha
12 ha
4 ha
1 ha

Total

25 ha

The grassland is generally species poor. Bents (Agrostis Spp.) appear to
dominate in the area closest to the B2103 and north of the Bullock Down Farm
entrance. Part of the grassland between the two Farm entrances is former
arable land known as 'The Dencher', and Rye grasses dominate.
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Scrub is Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Gorse up to 3 metres in height, with
Bramble and Clematis. The woodland is almost exclusively Ash.
Recreational importance is high as a walking route to Beachy Head, from the
seafront along the South Downs Way, and also along the eastern escarpment.
It is likely to be many visitors first experience of the downland because of its
position at the end of the promenade.
The area is a SSSI with Natural England and will be included in a Stewardship
grant aid scheme. Scrub management for the compartment is indicated in the
Scrub Management recommendations.
Livestock grazing under a herbage agreement with tenant farmers, takes place
once a year between October and March.
Main habitat types
Neutral (mown) grassland
Calcareous grassland - Improved
Dense Scrub
Light Scrub
Woodland
Allotment gardens

Features of particular importance
Recreational space and viewpoints
Scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds
Damp woodland rich in Ferns and Mosses
Aquatically rich dew pond (adjacent to Black Robin Farm)
Three tumuli
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Compartment 8

Except for the Sweet Brow enclosure, this area is entirely contained within the
boundary of Bullock Farm. It is leased on a tenancy basis.
Permanent Grassland
Scrub
Building and tracks

161 ha
4 ha
3 ha

Total

168 ha

Kiln Combe and Bullingdean are both designated as SSSI with Natural England
due to the species rich chalk grassland, notably for orchids and a significent site
for rare moon carrot. Bullingdean is designated as ‘countryside access’ land.
There are six dewponds on this Farm, with four part repaired and now
containing water.
Public access is restricted to one footpath which runs east to west between the
coast road and Hodcombe.
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Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland - species rich
Calcareous grassland - species moderate
Calcareous grassland - species poor
Sown ESA (Rye grass-clover) fields
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Dewponds

Features of particular importance
The major interest point inland when viewed from the Beachy Head car parks,
therefore providing landscape beauty and appreciation.
A quiet, little used footpath through Bullingdean.
Chalk grassland plants of extremely restricted national distribution.
Sheltered scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds.
Historically important buildings and a flint wall enclosed ‘Drovers field’.
Archaeologically important sites, including field systems and Tumuli.
Historically important flint walled stock enclosure at Sweet Brow.
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Compartment 9

The compartment is entirely contained within the boundary of Cornish Farm.
New tenancy agreements are being drawn up for the two farmers
Grass ley rotation
Permanent grassland
Scrub
Buildings, tracks

354 ha
50 ha
10 ha
20 ha

Total

434 ha
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The grass ley area is species poor and predominately a rye grass/clover mix.
There are four dewponds, including the only one of traditional clay/flint
construction upon the Eastbourne downland, next to the A259 on East Dean
Down.
Public access is via eight bridleways and four footpaths. There is ‘countryside
access’ land on Longdown, to the west of Cornish Farm.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland Unimproved
Calcareous grassland Semi-improved
Calcareous grassland Improved
Sown ESA (Rye grass-clover) fields
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Sycamore woodland
Dewponds
Features of particular importance
Quiet, little used footpaths and bridleways.
Chalk grassland plants of extremely restricted national distribution.
Sheltered scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds.
Historically important buildings at Cornish Farm and New Barn.
Archaeologically important sites, including tumuli and field banks.
The only dewpond of traditional construction.
The Shepherds Cottage at New Barn is a Listed Building.
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Compartment 10

The compartment is entirely contained within the boundary of Black Robin
Farm. It is leased on a tenancy basis.

Grass ley
Permanent grassland
Arable
Scrub
Buildings, tracks

335 ha
61 ha
variable
3.6 ha
5.2 ha

Total

404.8 ha
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The grass ley area is species poor and predominately a rye grass/clover mix.
There are six dewponds including the best preserved example of pond
collection/water storage coupled with piped delivery to a barn complex and
waste retrieval of water to a pond in a valley bottom.
All of the ponds have been part repaired and contain water and aquatic life.
Public access is via four bridleways and four footpaths.
Ecologically, the north facing slope of Eldon Bottom is the richest site within the
compartment.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland Unimproved
Calcareous grassland Semi-improved
Calcareous grassland Improved
Sown (Rye grass/clover) fields
Arable fields
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Dewponds
Features of particular importance
Quiet, little used footpaths and bridleways.
Chalk grassland plants with a restricted national distribution.
Historically important buildings at Black Robin Farm.
three field barn complexes at Crapham Barn, New Barn and Eldon Bottom
(ruin).
Historically important water collection/distribution system.
Historically important flint walls (Napoleonic) at Ringwood.
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Compartment 11

East Dean Road (A259) and Meads Road are the northern and southern
boundaries, while Black Robin Farm boundary is to the west. The properties
bordering The Warren, (including Rochester Close/Cranborne Avenue, Carlisle
and Link roads), Paradise Drive, The Royal Eastbourne Golf Club and Pashley
Road form the eastern limit of the compartment.
Grassland
Scrub
Woodland

*
*
18 ha

Total:

80.40 ha

(* - Individual measurement not yet determined)
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Although dominated by scrub and woodland, the compartment does contain
areas of species rich fescue grassland. Paradise Plantation was once a fine
beech woodland containing some of the oldest trees upon the Eastbourne
downland. Despite damage during the 1987 storm it does still retain many
important old trees.
The scrub is dominated by mature Hawthorn/Blackthorn of a uniform age and
structure.
The area is well used by local walkers.
The layby and car park at Warren Hill provides a particularly good viewpoint for
visitors to Eastbourne.
Part of the area is leased to the Royal Eastbourne Golf Club.
Main habitat types
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Climax woodland
Secondary woodland
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved
Calcareous grassland- Improved
Dewpond

Features of particular importance
Woodland containing locally scarce climax indicator species (Beech, Holly,
Yew) at a mature stage
Damp woodland/mature scrub rich in ferns and mosses
Chalk grassland plants of restricted national distribution
Sheltered scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds
Site of experimental horizontal windmill
Archaeologically important sites, including Tumuli and Pashley earthworks
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Compartment 12

The western and southern boundaries are bridleway 12 beside the YHA and the
A259 road while bridleway 51 to Priory Heights and the boundary with
properties in Den Hill, Longland, Peppercombe and Cherry Gardens road are the
northern and eastern limits.
Woodland
Scrub
Grassland

14 ha
14 ha
8 ha

Total

36.00 ha

Predominately recent woodland, succeeded from open grassland the area is
poor in ecological species, being mostly ash and sycamore trees. However the
grassland escarpment between Beachy Brow and Longland Road has areas of
quality chalk grassland.
The woodland however, does form a green backdrop and recreation space for
residents in the largest urban housing area that abuts the downland.

-31-

Main habitat types
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Secondary woodland
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved
Calcareous grassland- Improved

Features of particular importance
Recreational space (predominantly local use)
Chalk grassland plants of restricted national distribution
Sheltered scrub providing habitat for nesting and migratory birds
The largest block of gorse upon Eastbourne Downland at Beachy Brow.
Water trough and dewpond (thought to have been constructed for use by
horses upon old coaching route)
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Compartment 13

Bridleway 51 from Priory Heights road to the South Downs Way forms the
southern boundary. The South Downs Way is the western boundary up to the
crossroads at Willingdon Hill, from there bridleway 1 to Linkway road is the
Northern boundary.
The eastern boundary follows the edge of the Willingdon Golf Course and then
the rear of properties in Hill Road and Priory Heights.
Grassland
Scrub
Woodland

20.00 ha
9.30 ha
20.00 ha

Total

49.30 ha
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Containing one of the three old plantations (Further Plantation) and a large
amount of recently grown Ash and Sycamore, woodland dominates the steep
escarpartment.
The wide grassland walking route along the escarpment crest including the
South Downs Way is well used.
Scrub is mainly confined to the crest of the scarp slope and is predominantly
Hawthorn, blackthorn and Gorse.
The few remnant grasslands on the steep escarpment are very species rich and
due to their southerly facing position are an important invertebrate refuge,
particularly adjacent to the Linkway track.
Recreational importance is high both along the grassland at the top and the
'Jubilee Way' path which skirts the edge of the Willingdon Golf Course.
At Priory Heights, an area is let for the grazing of horses.
Main habitat types
Secondary Woodland (at climax stage)
Ash/Sycamore Woodland
Dense Scrub
Light Scrub
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved
Features of Particular Importance
Mature secondary woodland
Chalk grassland plants with a restricted national distribution
A rich insect fauna
Three access routes (bridleways) from the town
Recreational grassland providing dramatic 360° views
Tumuli
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Compartment 14

Bridleway 20 (Linkway) forms the southern boundary, Chalk Farm the western
and north boundaries, while the rear of properties in Ratton complete the
eastern limits of the compartment.
Woodland
Scrub
Grassland

24.00 ha
0.79 ha
9.00 ha

Total

33.79 ha

Recreational importance is extremely high within this compartment with visitor
numbers at Butts Brow car park rivalling parts of Beachy Head.
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Known mainly to local users, the major pursuit is walking with an increase in
use as a starting point for mountain biking along the extensive bridleway
network.
The field to the south of Butts Lane is part of the Willingdon Down SSSI with
Natural England.
The 'Ratton Plantation' is a splendid Beech, Yew, Ash woodland, while
surrounding it on the steep escarpment, is a large area of self sown Ash and
Sycamore.
The remnant grasslands, particularly the one to the south of Butts Lane are fine
turfed and rabbit grazed. The chalk grassland slope above the Linkway
bridleway contains the largest area of Horseshoe Vetch on Eastbourne
Downland. This is a favourite food plant for caterpillers and is a superb site for
the rarer blue butterflies and the Silver Spotted Skipper.
Scrub is not extensive except for the area around the aerial mast.
The aerial mast site is owned by the Council.
Main habitat types
Secondary woodland (almost at climax stage)
Ash/Sycamore Woodland
Dense Scrub
Light Scrub
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved

Features of Particular importance
Major access point and recreation car park
Chalk grassland plants with a restricted national distribution
A rich insect fauna
"Beehive Plantation" - a Beech woodland planted as a landscape feature
Tumuli
'Ruthless' Liberator memorial
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Compartment 15

Is entirely contained within the boundary of Chalk Farm. The area is leased on
a tenancy basis and is managed as an organic farm within an organic entry
level Environmental Stewardship scheme.
E.S.A. Grass Ley
Non E.S.A. Grass Ley
Arable
Permanent grassland
Scrub/Woodland

*
*
*
*
*

Total:

236.51 ha

(* individual measurements not yet determined)
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As the second most used public area after Beachy Head, recreational
importance is high. Equally the compartment is extremely ecologically rich with
the Willingdon Down SSSI entirely contained within the boundary. Under the
management agreement with tenant farmer, public open access is allowed upon
the SSSI. It is also designated as open access by Natural England.
Archaeologically important with a Neolithic Causewayed Camp at Combe Hill
and a number of Tumuli.
The old farmhouse, now known as Chalk Farm Hotel, is a Listed Building. It is
leased by the Council, who are freehold owners, to the Eastbourne Area
Parents' Action Group (Mental Handicap) (EAPAG) for use as a hotel, restaurant
and horticultural centre.
The traditional buildings at Willingdon Hill barn complex have deteriorated and
now exist as walls without roofs.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved
Sown ESA (Rye grass/clover) fields
Arable fields
Dense scrub
Light scrub
Ash woodland
Hazel woodland
Dewpond

Features of particular importance
Dramatic views across the Weald and coast towards Hastings.
Archaeologically important sites, including Neolithic Causewayed Camp and
Tumuli
Chalk grassland plants with a restricted national distribution
A rich insect fauna
Historically important remnants of 1st World War Balloon Station
Sheltered blocks of scrub providing habitat for nesting and migrating birds
Ecologically rich dewpond
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Compartment 16

The compartment contains the boundary of Eastbourne Downs Golf Club and
the escarpment ridge between the A259 and bridleway 31 beside the YHA.
Mown grassland
Unmown grassland (rough)
Scrub

*
*
*

Total

58.40 ha

(* individual measurements not yet determined)
No detailed survey has been carried out on this area but the grasslands appear
to be fescue dominated. There is pioneer woodland succession on remnant
chalk grassland on the escarpment behind the YHA site.
Except for a few planted species (conifers), scrub is a Hawthorn/Gorse mixture.
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Public access is via three bridleways (including the South Downs Way).
The golf course is owned by the Council and leased to the Club.
Main habitat types
Calcareous grassland- Unimproved
Calcareous grassland- Semi-Improved
Calcareous grassland- Improved
Light scrub
Dense scrub
Chalk cliffs (ex quarry)
Dewpond
Features of particular importance
High level grasslands with views towards both Seaford and Hastings
Remnants of unploughed chalk grassland
Inland chalk cliff face partially vegetated (disused quarry)
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MANAGEMENT ACTION PLANS
2012 - 2017
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Compartment 1
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Currently under a herbage agreement with a tenant farmer, graze the the
chalk grassland on Belle Tout, excluding the lower section of Horseshoe
Plantation and grass car park. Withdraw grazing by late winter to avoid any
damage to orchids on lower slopes. See Grazing Plan for details (Appendix 6).
Maintain privet upon chalk grassland at Belle Tout, to promote the habitat of
the rare Barred Tooth-Striped moth, as advised by the British Butterfly
Conservation Society (Sussex branch).

February

Downland
Maintenance
team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Maintain archaeological earthworks by keeping them clear of scrub and
rabbits. Liaise with English Heritage and County Archaeologist.

October

Annual

Monitored and
report

Liaise with the Council's farm agents to continue rabbit control to reduce
overgrazing, thereby reducing damage to the Early Purple Orchids (Orchis
Mascula), Early Spider Orchids (Ophrys Sphegodes) and the chalk-heath
flora.
Reduce footpath erosion between Belle Tout lighthouse and Borough
boundary with the National Trust, by maintaining wide paths to allow the
public to spread out.

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Contractors

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Scheduled
work
completed

Maintain structural diversity of Horseshoe Plantation for wildlife. Refer to
Woodland Management Plan for more detail.

August

Annual

Periodically brush-cut/strim the centre of Horseshoe Plantation to maintain
the traditional shape of the Plantation.

March

Monitored
clearance
hay
Scheduled
work
completed

Monitor the condition and update as required the site specific interpretation
panel at Belle Tout layby.

March

Maintain clifftop warning signs. Monitor cliff erosion, particularly alongside
the access track between the Belle Tout layby and Belle Tout lighthouse and
relocate or place extra signs as necessary (see ‘Coastline safety-risk
assessment’ document).

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
team/Tenants
Downland
Maintenance
Team
/Contractors
DTWM/Downland
Maintenance
Team
DTWM
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Year 3

Annual

Information
updated

Annual

Risk
assessment
updated

&
of

Currently under a herbage agreement with the tenant farmer, graze and/or
hay cut the new downland area at Hodcombe. Annually monitor changes in
species composition on new downland. Of interest, numerous Bee and
Pyramidal Orchids have been found here since 2004. See Grazing Plan
(Appendix 4).

February

Downland
Maintenance
team/Tenants

Monitor and control the spread of weed species (ragwort and thistle) upon
Hodcombe.

October

Monitor and continue to liaise with Natural England for the reduction of the
undesirable ox-eye daisy upon the new downland. Prevent its spread onto
the old downland.

November

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Monitored
Annual
Monitored
Annual

Future Aspirations
Manage scrub blocks at Belle Tout with rotational coppicing, for the benefit of
birds and invertebrates. Obtain consent from Natural England to agree scrub
programme. Continue the removal of ash and sycamore saplings to prevent
regeneration of woodland upon grassland and scrub blocks.

Year 3-5

DTWM
Nat England

N/A

Completion of
agreed
works

Liaise with Natural England to establish the rotational coppicing of gorse
blocks, to encourage chalk-heath downland flora.

Year 2 & 4

DTWM
Nat England

N/A

Periodically clear out the mud detritus in the Hodcombe dewpond when water
levels are low. Place mud beyond the rim of the dewpond. Monitor for wildlife
and leave an island as shelter for minibeasts.

Year 2

Downland
Maintenance
Team

N/A

Completion of
agreed
works
Scheduled
work
completed

-43-

Compartment 2
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Currently under a herbage agreement with the tenant farmer, continue sheep
and cattle grazing upon old downland, for the benefit of wild flowers and to
check the spread of scrub.
The grazing is during winter months, for
approximately a month. See Grazing Plan for details (Appendix 4).
Remove any pioneer woodland tree species in order to keep the chalk
grassland-scrub habitat mosaic.

March

Downland
Maintenance
team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Ongoing

Contractors

Year 3 & 5

Maintain the clifftop walking area to a minimum of 50 metres (where possible),
by removing scrub towards the cliff edge. Ongoing.

Ongoing

Contractors

Year 2 & 4

Maintain clifftop safety fences and warning signs.

Ongoing

Annual

Graze and/or hay cut the new downland area at Far West and West Brow by
tenant farmers with herbage agreements, according to E.S.A. guidelines.
Annually monitor species composition of new downland. See Grazing Plan
(Appendix 4).
In liaison with the Council's Farm Agents, continue rabbit control at Shooters
Bottom and Far West to reduce overgrazing.

August

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Downland
Maintenance
team/Tenants

Scheduled
work
completed
Scheduled
work
completed
Risk
assessment
updated
Monitored &
clearance of
hay

March

Contractors

Annual

Report from
land agents

Monitor and control the spread of weed species (Ragwort and thistle) at
Shooters Bottom and at Far West.

November

Downland
Maintenance
Team
DTWM
Nat England

Annual

Monitored

Annual

Monitored

EBC
ESCC
SDNPA
Nat England

Year 5

Agreement
of
road
diversion

DTWM
Nat England

Year 3-5

Completion
of agreed
works

Monitor and liaise with Natural England for the reduction of the undesirable Oxeye daisy upon the new downland. Prevent its spread onto the old downland.

Ongoing

Annual

Future aspirations
Monitor rate of cliff erosion, with regard to public safety from the Belle Tout
layby. Investigate proposals with other interested authorities (i.e. ESCC
Highways, Natural England), to relocate layby and coast road further away from
the cliff edge, in order to make the cliff edge more remote at this point and so
lessen the risk to public safety.
Take advice and obtain Natural England consent for establishing a programme
for the rotational coppicing of scrub blocks at Shooters Bottom and allow for
regeneration, thereby providing a differing age structure for wildlife. Consider
creating a second scrub management Action Plan for the area between Beachy
Head and Birling Gap. Liaise with the National Trust and Natural England.
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Compartment 3
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Monitor and increase the height and gradient of roadside vehicle exclusion
banks where necessary, to ensure that no unauthorised vehicles are able to
have access to the top of Beachy Head.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Improve the camber, gradient and surface of sections of the Peace Path
surfaced walkway to allow a safe and easy access route to view the cliffs and
lighthouse for disabled persons.

Ongoing

Contractors

Year 2 & 4

Scheduled
work
completed

Maintain an effective litter management programme, particularly along the
eastern boundary of the compartment, where rubbish tends to accumulate
within the scrub boundary towards the SDW.

Ongoing

Contractors

Annual

Monitored

With reference to the Mowing Plan (appendix 5), selectively mow the open
grassland area between coast road and clifftop during the growing season, to
maximise use as an informal recreation area and to encourage visitors to
spread out, thereby minimising erosion. Leave areas as islands of unmown
grassland for wild flowers and invertebrates. Liaise with Natural England
(SSSI status).

November

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Continue the programme for the rotational coppicing of scrub blocks, both to
the east and west of Beachy Head adjacent to the coast road, and allow to
regenerate to maintain a differing age structure for wildlife. Obtain consents
from Natural England (SSSI status).

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team
/Contractors

Annual

Scheduled
work
completed

Maintain clifftop safety fences and warning signs and periodically relocate, to
combat pedestrian erosion and due to any recent cliff falls (See ‘Coastline
safety-risk assessment’ document).

November

DTWM

Annual

Risk
assessment
updated

Monitor the condition and update as required the site specific interpretation
panels for Beachy Head.

March

Annual

Information
updated

Continue to liaise for improved management and issue an annual licence for
the 'Southern Hang Gliding Club' for flying at Beachy Head.

Ongoing

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance
Team
DTWM/Legal

As required

Agreement
reviewed and
amended
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With tenant farmer herbage agreements, continue to graze and/or hay cut
the new downland to the north of the coast road. Annually monitor species
composition. See Grazing Plan (Appendix 6).

December

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Continue grazing the top of the escarpment between the coast road and
SDW with cattle during the autumn.

December

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with the Council's Farm Agents for rabbit control, particularly along
hedgerows to the north of the coast road, to reduce overgrazing on the new
downland.

March

Contractors

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents

Monitor and control the spread of weed species (Ragwort and thistle)
particularly at recent scrub clearance sites and upon new downland.

November

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with Natural England and annually monitor for the reduction of the
undesirable Ox-eye daisy upon the new downland. Prevent its spread onto
the old downland.

November

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

EBC
ESCC
SDNPA

N/A

Scheme
agreed
funded

and

EBC
SDNPA

N/A

Scheme
agreed
funded

and

Future Aspirations
Liaise with the National Park Authority to develop a landscaped car parking
scheme for Beachy Head. Particular consideration should be given to visitor
numbers at peak periods with overflow car parking, screening of vehicles,
preferences for views, shelter, vehicle and pedestrian access points. The car
park should be set back away from the road, screened by grass-clad banks,
with access walkways between the car park and road. Give careful
consideration for location of car park signs and bus stop locations. The road
surface can be re-surfaced with a hazard warning surface, to encourage
drivers to slow down.

Year 5

Construct a disabled access ramp from the lower layby to the west of the
pub, to provide easy access to the clifftop at Beachy Head.

Year 3
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Compartment 4
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Graze the escarpment between Whitbread Hollow and Beachy Head with
livestock in late summer-autumn, to reduce tor grass whilst it is still
palatable. The grazing and trampling effect of livestock should encourage the
spread of species rich grassland. See Grazing Plan (Appendix 6).

December

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Monitor the surface of the narrow SDW path for damage by livestock
trampling. Level and widen the path where necessary.

December

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with Natural England and bird ringing station volunteers to ensure that
there are no conflicts with management aims at Whitbread Hollow,
particularly with regard to mowing, grazing and scrub management.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants
DTWM

Year 2 & 4

Management
aims agreed

In liaison with the Council's Farm Agents, continue rabbit control, particularly
on the slope to the north of Whitbread Hollow.

March

Contractors

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents

Monitor and control the spread of weed species (i.e. Ragwort), particularly
upon the slope to the north of Whitbread Hollow.

November

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Year3

EBC
ESCC
SDNPA

N/A

Fencing
and
signs installed

Future Aspirations
Reduce escarpment erosion on steep unofficial paths leading from the South
Downs Way to Frances Bottom, by installing footpath direction signs and
barrier fences. The public are to be encouraged to use the less steep
escarpments next to Whitbread Hollow and below the Peace Path.
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Compartment 5
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Graze with tenant farmer’s cattle under a herbage agreement, the lower
slopes to the south and north of Whitbread Hollow, during autumn and
winter months. Ensure there are adequate warning signs for dog control.
See grazing plan (Appendix 6).

February

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Complete the programme of removal of Cotoneaster on the steep slope
above Foyle Way. Treat scrub during the growing season and clear debris
once dead. Continue to retreat any regeneration. Obtain advice and grant
aid from Natural England. These works are to promote chalk grassland,
especially Horseshoe vetch and associated invertebrates (i.e. butterflies).
Once cleared, include the bank as part of the grazing compartment. Monitor
and control the spread of Buddlia.

March

Contractors

Year 2 & 4

Cotoneaster
cleared

Liaise with St Bedes School and Natural England to ensure an appropriate
mowing regeme for the playing fields. Also control unauthorised vehicular
access for Whitbread Hollow.

March

DTWM

Annual

Monitored

Monitor and control the spread of weeds (Ragwort, thistle), particularly south
of Whitbread Hollow.

November

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with Farm Agents to ensure the control of rabbits, particularly around
Whitbread Hollow.
Monitor the condition and update as required the site specific interpretation
panel at the start of the SDW. Liaise with other organisations regarding the
SDW and Wealdway panels.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Contractors

Annual

March

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents
Information
updated

Year 5

EBC
SDNPA
Nat England

N/A

Future Aspirations
Evaluate installing permanent perimeter fencing adjacent to Foyle Way and
The Kiosk. The purpose is to more securely contain livestock grazing and
remove the requirement for electric fencing at this high profile and busy
location.
Consider installing a galvanised iron 'Victorian’ design deer park fence for
the high profile section between Foyle Way and the Kiosk at Dukes Drive.
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Evaluation
report
produced

Compartment 6
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Monitor the cleansing contract for the removal of rubbish during the summer
season. When necessary, use volunteers to periodically remove rubbish
from the raised beach and high tide line. Burn wood below high tide mark.

March

Contractors

Annual

Monitored

Maintain safe steps for access to beach at Cow Gap, due to eroding cliffs.
Liaise with ESCC Rights of Way Dept and Council Engineers.

Ongoing

Annual

Maintain Cow Gap warning notice for high tide danger and alternative beach
access points.

Ongoing

Annual

Scheduled
work
completed
Monitored

Maintain compartment as a remote wilderness site without obvious evidence
of human activity.

Ongoing

Annual

Monitored

Cut back encroaching scrub and vegetation to keep access paths clear and
usable

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Contractors
Downland
Maintenance
Team/Contractors
Downland
Maintenance
Team
Downland
Maintenance
Team/Contractors

Annual

Scheduled
work
completed

Future Aspirations
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Compartment 7
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Graze the open grassland areas during autumn-winter with livestock as
per grazing compartment plans. Use adequate warning signs to ensure
dog control.

February

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenants

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with Natural England (SSSI status) to agree invasive scrub
management programme.
Maintain Upper Dukes Drive woodland as a non-intervention zone. Refer
to Woodland Management Plan for details.

December

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance Team
DTWM/Arboriculturist

Annual
Annual

Works agreed &
implemented
Monitored

Liaise with Council's Farm Agents, to control rabbits to reduce
overgrazing of grassland, especially to the north of the Dencher and on
the bank near the start of the SDW.

March

Contractors

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents

Liaise with English Heritage for the management of the tumuli
(Scheduled Ancient Monuments).

December

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance Team

Annual

Works agreed &
implemented

The ex-field area 'The Dencher' can be used for sympathetic recreational
activities, as it is not SSSI or in the ESA scheme. The area is currently
used for licenced buggy kite flying and events, including parking for
Airbourne.

February

Downland
Maintenance Team

Annual

Monitored

Monitor and control the spread of weed species (i.e. Ragwort) upon Front
Hill.

November

Downland
Maintenance Team

Annual

Monitored

Year 5

EBC
SDNPA
Nat England

N/A

Evaluation
report produced

Future Aspirations
Consult and decide whether to install permanent perimeter fencing
adjacent to Dukes Drive and Well Combe woodland. This is likely to be in
association with the provision of cattle grids on the Beachy Head coast
road, as a longer term vision to provide comprehensive winter grazing
throughout the open downland area along the coast. See Grazing Plan
(Appendix 6).
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Compartment 8
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain Bullock Down Farm as a viable let farm, whilst encouraging
policies to maximise wildlife and amenity value.

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Environmental
Stewardship

Promote the tidy appearance and good repair of all farm buildings and
land.

March

DTWM

Annual

Monitored

Survey all buildings and improve the appearance of historic buildings
by re-establishing traditional roofing materials.
Evaluate condition and use of farm buildings and where modern
buildings in poor condition are redundant, to consider removing these
structures.

Ongoing

DTWM/Estates/
Contractors

Annual

Scheduled
works
completed

Complete restoration and continue to maintain the traditional flint
walls surrounding the Drovers Field and the linear Napoleonic wall.

Ongoing

DTWM/Estates/
Contractors

Annual

Maintain the existing hawthorn hedge each side of the north-south
farm track, between the Farm buildings and Polo track. Plant up
gaps, for benefit as a wildlife corridor.

March

Downland
Team

Annual

Scheduled
works
completed
Monitored

Liaise with the tenant farmer to include Sweet Brow within the farm
tenancy, as it is currently no longer used for public events.

Ongoing

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Year 4

Inclusion
Tenancy

Year 3

DTWM
SDNPA

N/A

Native
Screening
planted

Maintenance

Future Aspirations
Evaluate the farm buildings in the downland landscape when viewed
from Beachy Head, by improving their setting with the screening of
modern buildings by planting blocks of scrub with trees (using native
species).
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Compartment 9
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain viable farming by the tenants at Cornish Farm and encourage
policies to maximise wildlife and amenity value.

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Environmental
Stewardship

Maintain all historic buildings with traditional materials. Pay particular
attention to restore New Barn and nearby Shepherd's Cottage with
traditional materials, to maintain its original condition.

Ongoing

DTWM/Estates/
Contractors

Annual

Scheduled works
completed

Ensure that the species rich grasslands upon north facing slopes at
Longdown, Ringwood Bottom and Downsview Lane, continue to be
maintained with a sympathetic grazing regeme.

Ongoing

DTWM/Tenant

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with the Cornish Farm grazier to maintain in good order the
bridleway access to Longdown at the junction with the Cornish Farm
access road. Keep the bridleway separate from the livestock handling
enclosure.

Ongoing

DTWM/Tenant

Annual

Monitored

Continue the programme to replace or repair bridleway gates and stiles as
required. Liaise with East Sussex County Council Rights of way and the
South Downs National Park Authority for advise, materials and labour.

Ongoing

DTWM/Tenant

Annual

Monitored

Establish a native hedgerow in the grass verge on the north side of the
A259 from the Borough boundary above Downsview Lane, to create a
wildlife corridor, to screen the East Dean estate and to create a snow
barrier.
The hedgerow will initially extend uphill to the bridleway
crossing, however can also be planted on the south side to link with the
existing scrub.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Contractors

Annual

Scheduled works
completed

Liaise with Farm Agents, Tenants and Natural England for the effective
control of rabbits and weeds (Ragwort and Thistle).

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Monitored
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Future Aspirations
Survey all farm buildings and investigate alternative uses for currently
underused or redundant buildings. Evaluate needs of current tenant
farmer and consider adapting existing or providing new buildings within
the courtyard area.

Year 4

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

N/A

Alternate use or
provision of new
building agreed.

Implement a programme for the repair of dewponds and repuddle the
traditional clay dewpond on East Dean Down (just north of the A259).

Year 2

N/A

In liaison with tenant, establish a programme for scrub management at
Wigdens Bottom, including the coppicing of scrub blocks and to limit
pioneer woodland succession.

Year 3

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenant
Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenant

Programme
established/works
programmed
Scheduled works
agreed and works
completed
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N/A

Compartment 10
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain Black Robin Farm as a viable let farm and encourage policies to
maximise wildlife and amenity value and promote the tidy appearance and
good repair of all farm buildings and land.

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Environmental
Stewardship

Regularly survey all buildings and restore and maintain all historic buildings
with traditional materials.

Ongoing

DTWM/Estates/
Contractors

Annual

Ensure that the species rich grassland at Eldon Bottom continues to be
maintained with a sympathetic grazing programme. Continue to control the
spread of scrub at Eldon Bottom.

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Scheduled
works
completed
Monitored

Following the rebuilding the flint walled enclosure at Ringwood, carry out
repairs to the wall to keep the historic feature in good condition.

Ongoing

DTWM/Estates/
Contractors

Annual

Monitor the condition of dewponds, clean out and carry out repairs as
required.

Ongoing

Annual

Monitor the use of the small caravan site beside the Farmhouse.

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team
DTWM

Scheduled
works
completed
Monitored

Annual

Monitored

Maintain the newly planted hedgerow beside the bridleway to Halfway
Cottages, on the south side of the A259 and on the south side of the
Ringwood track, to complement the restored flint wall.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Liaise with the tenant farmer to also investigate creating a backpackers camp
site for walkers adjacent to the farm building complex.

Year 2

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

N/A

Where farm buildings are redundant, investigate alternative uses. Liaise with
tenant farmer and Farm Agents.

Year 4

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

N/A

Backpackers
camp
established
Alternate use
agreed

Future Aspirations
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Compartment 11
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain all Scheduled Ancient Monuments according to archaeological
guidelines, by keeping the monuments clear of scrub and rabbits.

October

Annual

Monitored and
reported

Mow open grassland area to the east of Warren Hill lay-by during the growing
season, for use as an informal recreation area.

September

Annual

Monitored

Monitor the regular clearance of windblown litter to the east of the Warren
Hill lay-by by cleansing contractors.

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team
Downland
Maintenance
Team
Contractors

Annual

Monitored

Continue the Autumn cutting and collection of arisings from the quality chalk
grassland area between Pashley Road and the A259, to encourage quality
chalk grassland habitat, including Orchids (Parks Dept. contract). Spread
collected seeds or grass cuttings upon the new downland areas at Beachy
head, to aid the regeneration of chalk grassland.

November

Contractors

Annual

Monitored

In liaison with the Council's farm agents, continue to control rabbits to reduce
overgrazing.

March

Contractors

Annual

Report
from
Land Agents

Continue to liaise with the Royal Eastbourne Golf Club for sympathetic
management of chalk grassland which is currently leased to the Club. Ensure
these areas are left for wildflowers and invertebrates during the growing
season, between April to September, and for cuttings to be removed.

Ongoing

DTWM/REGC

Annual

Monitored

Maintain the site specific interpretation panel at Warren Hill layby.

March

Annual

Information
updated

Continue scrub management programme, particularly adjacent to the Jubilee
Way path along the northern edge of The Warren and alongside The Royal
Eastbourne golf course.

March

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance
Team
Contractors

Year 2

Scheduled
work
completed

Liaise with the Royal Eastbourne Golf Club when carrying out woodland-scrub
works adjacent to the course. Refer to Woodland Management Plan for
specific woodland management objectives.
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Future Aspirations
Liaise with The Royal Eastbourne Golf Club and South East Water, to connect
to a water supply for livestock water troughs, to enable grazing to take place
upon the extensive chalk grassland. Grazing areas include the escarpment
ridge between Warren Hill layby and the South Downs Way, the slope above
Paradise Drive, adjacent to the Jubilee Way path and golf course boundary.
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Year 3

DTWM/REGC

N/A

Water supply
agreed and in
place

Compartment 12
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain remnants of chalk grassland upon the steep eastern escarpment
slope by continuing to remove pioneer woodland trees and scrub at

Ongoing

Contractors

Annual

Scheduled
work
completed

Continue to maintain clear access behind properties bordering the Downland,
at Cherry Garden and Peppercombe Road, to prevent rubbish dumping and
boundary incursions.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Maintain steps and cycle barrier posts upon the Jubilee Way and other
footpaths along the wooded escarpment, to deter unauthorised access by
bikes and horse riders.

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Contractors

Annual

Monitored

Maintain the two bridleway routes upon the steep escarpment, by widening
with the removal of scrub, to allow the tracks to dry out during winter
months.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored

Established a water supply to livestock troughs, reintroduce the grazing
programme upon open access grassland along the eastern escarpment ridge
with a grazier and if practicable upon the above escarpments.

Year 3

DTWM
SE Water
SDNPA

N/A

Water supply
established,
livestock
grazing area

Consult, establish and promote an off road eastern escarpment cycleway
route, between Paradise Drive and Butts Lane

Year2

DTWM
ESCC
SDNPA

N/A

Route agreed
and
established

a)
b)
c)

the slope between the Downs Golf Course and YHA.
the slope between Beachy Brow towards Longland Road.
grassland on the lower escarpment above Priory Heights.

Future Aspirations
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Compartment 13
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Continue programme to remove scrub, saplings and cotoneaster in order to
maximise the remnants of chalk grassland and thereby create a mosaic of
wildlife habitats upon the eastern escarpment.

Ongoing

Contractors

Year 2 & 4

Scheduled
work
completed

Above Hill Road, create a regular mowing regeme to extend the chalk
grassland area and promote scrub blocks towards the rear garden
boundaries to provide a mosaic of wildlife habitat and to help screen
properties. Continue to liaise with local residents.

October

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Scheduled
works
completed

Keep all tumuli clear of rabbits and scrub, according to archaeological
guidelines.

October

Annual

Monitored and
report

Liaise with the licensee of the land at Priory Heights, used for grazing horses,
to ensure that the condition of the grazing licences is not infringed, due to
over grazing or having too many horses.

Ongoing

Downland
Maintenance
Team
DTWM

Annual

Monitored

Future Aspirations
Once a water supply for livestock troughs has been established,re-introduce
the grazing programme along the eastern escarpment ridge. A possible link is
to connect to the water supply reservoir at Willingdon Hill.

Year 3

DTWM
SE Water
SDNPA

N/A

Water supply
established,
livestock
grazing area

Establish a grazing programme for chalk grassland escarpment slopes to the
west of Willingdon Golf Course. Liaise with the Golf Club for the possible
provision for water for a livestock trough. Maintain the quality Horseshoe
Vetch habitat upon Willingdon Down.

Year 3

DTWM
WGC

N/A

Water supply
established,
livestock
grazing area

Create a new access track between Priory Heights bridleway and Hill Road
bridleway to allow vehicular access to manage the woodland in this area.
Also this will allow access for the above cycle route and to allow for
clearance of garden refuse.

Year 4

DTWM
ESCC
SDNPA

N/A

Access agreed
and
established
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Compartment 14
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Liaise with English Heritage and County Archaeologists for preservation of the
circular earthworks around the upper car park and Beehive Plantation.
Remove scrub off the bank and liaise with car park manager regarding future
maintenance of the car park within the earthworks.

October

DTWM/Downland
Maintenance
Team

Annual

Monitored and
reported

Maintain the clearance of litter by contractors, especially where windblown to
the east of the car park and along Butts Lane.

March

Contractor

Annual

Monitored

Enhance existing chalk grassland by controlling any regrowth of Cotoneaster
and saplings upon the steep escarpment slope below the Liberator memorial
and surrounding the Horseshoe Vetch bank. As at Foyle Way, treat the
Cotoneaster in situ during summer and clear dead bushes in winter.

March

Contractors

Year 3 & 5

Cotoneaster
cleared

Continue to coppice scrub blocks and selectively remove pioneer woodland
trees in the area south of Butts Lane, to ensure the continued preservation of
the chalk grassland and to create a differing age structure of scrub for the
benefit of wildlife.

Ongoing

Contractors

Year 2 & 4

Scheduled
work
completed

Periodically clear accumulation of debris and repair the concrete lined
dewpond at Butts Lane field. Liaise with Natural England for consent, timing
for wildlife benefits and construction methods.

October

Downland
Maintenance
Team

Year 1 & 3

Dewpond
cleared

Establish and promote an off road eastern escarpment cycleway route, from
Paradise Plantation to Butts Lane

Year2

DTWM
ESCC
SDNPA

N

Route agreed
and
established

Future Aspirations
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Liaise with the South Downs National Park Authority to decide on
improvements to the design of Butts Brow car park, to reduce its impact on
the escarpment skyline and thereby enhance landscape beauty in this high
profile location. Maintain the native hedgehow, planted to screen the lower
car park.

Year 3

EBC
SDNPA
Nat England

N/A

Improvements
to car park
agreed
and
implemented

Re-introduce the grazing programme along the eastern escarpment ridge to
Butts Brow car park, once a water supply for troughs is established. Maintain
the quality Horseshoe Vetch habitat upon Willingdon Down, with cattle rather
than sheep grazing. Encourage the grazing of escarpment slopes which have
particularly been recently cleared of scrub. Introduce grazing on downland
south of Butts Lane.

Year 5

DTWM

N/A

Water supply
established,
livestock
grazing area
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Compartment 15
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Maintain Chalk Farm as a viable let farm and encourage policies to maximise
wildlife and amenity value.

March

DTWM/Land
Agents/Tenant

Annual

Promote the tidy appearance and good repair of all farm buildings and land.

March

DTWM

Annual

Organic
Environmental
Stewardship
Monitored

Monitor the ongoing programme of selective scrub removal on Willingdon
Down SSSI by the tenant farmer, as agreed by Natural England (SSSI and
Organic countryside stewardship scheme).

March

DTWM

Annual

Monitored

Continue sheep grazing during spring - summer months on Willingdon Down
SSSI, to provide a differing grazing regeme to cattle for benefit to the chalk
grassland and to help reduce weed growth.

July

Tenant

Annual

Monitored

Graze The Combe (Donkey Hollow) with sheep during summer months. Liaise
regarding timing of grazing, to allow for flowering and seeding of chalk
grassland species, particularly Cowslips and Orchids. Also, to allow winter
grazing by cattle, to introduce differing grazing characteristics as
recommended by Natural England.

September

Tenant

Annual

Monitored

Control any scrub encroachment upon archaeological monuments at Combe
Hill, Cold Crouch and Willingdon Hill, according to archaeological guidelines
from English Heritage.

October

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenant

Annual

Monitored and
reported

Eradicate Japanese knotweed infestation in copse upon Willingdon Hill. Seek
advice to determine treatment method and prevent its spread.

October

Annual

Monitor the damage caused by the cattle feeding area upon Willingdon
Down, to ensure it does not spread or cause erosion upon the chalk
grassland SSSI.

March

Downland
Maintenance
Team/Tenant
DTWM/Tenant

Scheduled
works
completed
Monitored

Future Aspirations
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Annual

Consult with the tenant farmer, South Downs National Park Authority, ESCC
Rights of Way, user groups and neighbouring landowners, to consider
creating a bridleway route adjacent to the northern escarpment between
Butts Brow and Wannock.
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Year 4

DTWM
Tenant
ESCC
SDNPA

N/A

Bridleway
route agreed
and
established

Compartment 16
Management Actions

By when

By who

Frequency

Measure

Ensure that the Golf Club consult with the Council prior to any proposed new
construction on the golf course, beyond routine maintenance of fairways and
tees. This includes any formal landscaping schemes, which can detract from
the natural, open aspect of the downland particularly when viewed from the
South Downs Way and A.259.

Ongoing

DTWM
Estates
EDGC

Annual

Monitoring

Liaise with the Golf Club and SDW Officer for an enhancement of the South
Downs Way at its junction with the A259 and golf course. This includes
planting native scrub species for shelter and screening, with the eventual
removal of non native species.

Ongoing

DTWM
SDW officer
EDGC

Year 2 & 5

Yr2
Native
scrub planted
Yr5
Conifer
Hedge removed

Continue to resurface sections of the SDW track through the golf course with
suitable natural materials to prevent pot holing. Liaise with the Golf Club to
ensure adequate signage for all rights of way, to encourage the public not to
stray upon the golf course. Liaise for funding with the SDW Officer.

Ongoing

DTWM
SDW officer
ESCC

Year2 & 3

Improvement
to SDW surface

Continue to remove young pioneer woodland trees and scrub on the
escarpment slope above the YHA site, in order to enhance the remnant chalk
grassland.
Future Aspirations

March

Contractors

Year 3

Scheduled
work
completed

Consult with the Golf Club to produce a management plan for the golf
course, to maintain archaeological and landscape features, ecological
habitats and safe public access on rights of way. This includes the
management of chalk grassland and scrub, with selective, rotational winter
mowing of grassland and the removal of pioneer woodland trees and exotic
conifers. To ensure that environmental and ecologically safe products are
used for golf course maintenance.

Year 1 & 2

DTWM
EDGC

N/A

Management
plan produced
for Golf course

Investigate the possibility of creating a camp site for backpackers within the
old quarry behind the Youth Hostel. Liaise with the YHA for managing a
future campsite.

Year 2

DTWM
Estates
YHA

N/A

Backpackers
camp
agreed
and opened
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APPENDIX 1
EASTBOURNE DOWNLAND
OVERALL POLICY STATEMENTS

Landscape Beauty
The Council will seek to manage the landscape in all its facets,
maintaining the wide vistas, wilderness quality and historic
landscape of Eastbourne's Downland.

Recreation
The Council will maintain the land in a manner which allows for a
wide variety of compatible recreation, where it does not conflict with
other users, ecological habitats, archaeological features and respects
farming activities on the farmed estate. Licences control specific
activities, including hang-para gliding at Beachy Head and buggy kite
flying on the Dencher.

Ecological Habitats
The Downland will be managed in order to maintain and enhance the
diversity of wildlife habitats and their species. Proactive management
includes re introducing grazing on the grassland of the open
downland wherever possible and the management of scrub.
The aims and objectives of the 'Chalk Grassland Habitat Action Plan
for Sussex' (April 2000) will be used as a basis for managing areas of
chalk grassland.
Through active management a cohesive balance will be maintained to
create a mosaic between the three major habitats of trees, bushes
and grassland.

Buildings
The style, structure and inherent features of historic buildings will be
maintained.
New buildings, or the adaptation or conversion of existing buildings,
will be considered - with reference to the Eastbourne Borough Plan.
Non historical buildings will be maintained in a manner which is
harmonious with their surroundings, or removed when redundant.

Archaeological Features
All of the Downland will be treated as archaeologically sensitive.
All known archaeological sites will be maintained undisturbed, with
advice and consents for any works to be obtained from English
Heritage and the County Archaeologist.
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Vehicular Traffic
Steps will continue to be taken to prevent unauthorised access by
vehicles onto the Downs, by creating roadside grass banks and
installing lockable vehicular access gates on track entrances with ‘no
unauthorised access’ signs.
Where possible traffic calming measures and car park access gates
will be introduced in order to minimise the intrusiveness of vehicular
traffic.

Access
Where possible all footpaths and bridleways will be maintained to a
minimum width of 3 metres, to allow users to spread out and thereby
minimise erosion.
Stiles, kissing and bridleway gates will be maintained in good
condition.
All rights of way will be properly and adequately waymarked.
Rights of way will be regularly checked to ensure that all routes are
clearly visible and easily negotiable at all times.

Interpretation
The Council will inform Downland users of all the intrinsic features of
the area, through interpretative panels, leaflets and organised
activities.
This currently includes interpretative panels at all the major car
parks, various self guided trail leaflets, a programme of guided walks
and off road cycle rides.
The Beachy Head Countryside Centre is designed as the focal point
for visitors to receive information regarding the Eastbourne
Downland.
Ensure uniformity of style of all Rights of Way furniture and signs on
the Downland. Liaise with the Sussex Downs Joint Committee for
uniformity of design for rights of way furniture across the South
Downs.
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APPENDIX 2
MANAGEMENT PLAN
INDICATIVE ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME
April
Continue grazing new downland areas or selectively leave for hay crop (after
July 1st). See Grazing Plan (Appendix 4).
Mow grass car parks at Horseshoe Plantation, Beachy Head and Warren Hill.
Mow road verges. Leave wild flowers (Cowslips, orchids) (see Appendix 5).
Mow Butts Brow, Warren Hill, Beachy Head and Belle Tout layby recreation
areas (see Appendix 5).
Carry out clifftop risk assessment and repair or relocate clifftop safety fences,
signs and beach access steps.
Start removing litter from Cow Gap beach by cleansing contractors and if
required burn combustible (non toxic) material below high tide mark.
May
Mow all rights of way (2.5 metre width) upon open Downland and farmland.
Strim narrow town access routes along the eastern escarpment woodland edge.
Continue selectively grazing new downland areas during the growing season.
Control the growth of Ragwort areas with sheep grazing, when the plant is
young and still palatable.
Mow recreational areas as per grass cutting schedule (see Appendix 5).
June, July, August
Mow road verges, leaving areas containing wild flowers (see Appendix 5).
Mow all recreation areas as per mowing schedule (see Appendix 5).
Mow grass covered car parks.
Control growth of Ragwort by weed wiping and by hand pulling.
Remove hay crop from new Downland areas after 1st July. Leave strips uncut for
wildlife, particularly invertebrates.
Establish a grazing programme for the eastern escarpment, between Warren
Hill- Paradise Plantation to Butts Brow (see Appendix 4).
September
Start grazing chalk grassland areas upon the open downland, including Front
Hill, Frances Bottom, Belle Tout, Shooters Bottom. Selectively mow grazing
compartments containing brambles, just before starting grazing (See autumnwinter mowing schedule Appendix 6).
Carry out clifftop risk assessment.
October
Start autumn mowing programme (See mowing schedules Appendix 5 and 6).
Continue grazing programme for the open downland (see Grazing Plan).
Start the scrub management programme (see Appendix 3 and Scrub
Management Action Plan SMAP).
Cut roadside woody growth (particularly alongside Upper Dukes Drive).
Selectively cut hedgerows with annual rotation, to allow for wildlife
requirements.
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November
Continue autumn mowing programme (see Appendix 5 and 6).
Continue grazing programme for chalk grassland (see Appendix 4).
Continue scrub management programme (see Appendix 3).
December, January, February
Continue grazing programme (see Appendix 6).
Continue scrub management programme (see Appendix 3).
Continue planting new hedgerows at various ongoing sites, to screen, give
shelter and to create wildlife habitat.
Check and repair stiles, kissing and bridleway gates. Also waymarking signs.
Cut or remove woody growth at sides of footpaths/bridleways, to maintain
width.
March
Finish scrub management by early March (start of bird nesting season).
Complete grazing on areas of quality chalk grassland.
Prepare to open grass car parks for Easter.
Remove any fire sites and logs (except habitat piles) from scrub management
sites. Grind stumps where an area is to be mown or they are likely to be a trip
hazard.
Clear accumulation of litter beneath bushes at high profile recreational areas,
including Butts Brow, Warren Hill and Beachy Head (particularly to the east of
car parks, due to prevailing wind direction).
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APPENDIX 3
SCRUB MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (S.M.P.)
Introduction
Because of the tremendous losses of species rich chalk grassland under scrub over
the last 70 years, scrub has tended to have been considered derogatively and the
rich variety of bushes dismissed as a problem.
The Council recognises the value of scrub as a temporary habitat for wildlife and for
shelter before natural succession to woodland. It actively seeks to maintain scrub
upon the downland and to manage it to provide blocks with a differing age structure
and therefore a variety of habitats in a cohesive balance with grassland.
Its value is recognised in particular, for molluscs, invertebrates and birds.
Management will combine maintenance of structure (density and height), diversity
of shrub species, halting of woodland succession and replanting if necessary.
Its management will also take into consideration the maintenance of species rich
grassland by scrub removal and grazing and to allow access for recreation and
wildlife with the creation of rides and glades between scrub blocks.

Scrub Management Recommendations
Continue scrub clearance programme to selectively contain and reduce scrub to
prevent encroachment onto chalk grassland, to create vistas and improve habitats
with the creation of new glades and rides.
Actively maintain scrub blocks at shrub stage by removal of all tree species (Ash,
Sycamore, Holm Oak, etc.) with treatment to prevent regrowth. In practice, mature
specimen trees are being left, however future coppicing and grazing should prevent
succession.
Improve diversity of age structure of scrub blocks, by rotational coppicing and
allowing regrowth from stumps. This can be achieved on a `block' basis or individual
selection of scattered mature bushes.
Prevent `joining up' of individual scrub blocks by removal of intermediate light scrub
and bramble. Establish and maintain rides and glades.

68

APPENDIX 4
SUMMER GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE
Achieving a balance between conservation for wildlife and access for recreational
activities can be difficult at ‘honeypot’ sites. This is the case along the clifftop
adjacent to the Beachy Head coast road, because the headland is one of the most
famous landmarks on the South Downs and consequently has hundreds of
thousands of visitors each year, mostly arriving by car or by coach. The clifftop is
however part of the Seaford to Beachy Head Site of Special Scientific Interest,
consequently there is a fine balance between access for recreation and conservation
for wildlife.
There are several laybys and car parks alongside the coast road between the
Borough Boundary at Belle Tout and Warren Hill overlooking Eastbourne, allowing
access to the nearby clifftop and open access downland. In summary, each has an
area of recreational grassland mown adjacent to it, to allow people to spread out for
recreation and to reduce the effects of erosion over time. Due to the high numbers
of visitors all year round, the Beachy Head clifftop is mown during the growing
season. Also, as the coast road is relatively narrow and there is plenty of traffic
using it during the summer months, including numerous busses and coaches, the
road verges are cut to allow maximum visibility for safety reasons.
As the downland between the clifftop and the coast road is mostly a Site of Special
Scientific Interest, the Borough Council has worked with the Conservation Officer of
Natural England to create a summer mowing plan. This prioritises on leaving areas
of chalk grassland unmown for wildlife habitat, with particular areas of neutral
grassland cut where there is a need for allowing visitors to spread out for
recreational activities.
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APPENDIX 5
AUTUMN-WINTER MOWING SCHEDULE
The Autumn winter mowing schedule takes place on the old downland between
Beachy Head and Eastbourne, which is also within the Scrub Management
Programme. It is part of the Seaford to Beachy Head Site of Special Scientific
Interest, so close liaison with the Conservation Officer of Natural England is required
to prepare and update the mowing plans. These plans are produced in association
with the autumn- winter grazing regime for this area (Appendix 6).
In summary, grassland areas with dense bramble will be topped 2-3 weeks before
grazing commences, to allow for new growth for the livestock to eat. Otherwise, if
the stock is put onto the area without topping beforehand, it is unlikely that they will
reduce the bramble infested sward. Other areas with limited bramble in the sward
will be selectively topped after grazing. Finally, certain areas will be left uncut after
grazing, as over wintering invertebrate habitat. These areas will however be mown
in rotation in succeeding winters, so that each area is cut at least once every 2-3
years, to control bramble or scrub regeneration.
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APPENDIX 6
GRAZING PLAN FOR THE OPEN ACCESS DOWNLAND AREA
INTRODUCTION
The Eastbourne Downland has public access land along the Heritage Coast clifftop
from the Borough boundary at Belle Tout to Beachy Head, which extends inland
along the eastern escarpment to Butts Brow. Most of the land on the south side of
the coast road is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) by Natural
England, due to its flora, geology and rare nesting birds. Belle Tout and Shooters
Bottom have a specific management agreement with Natural England.
The rest of the open access land along the coastal strip, including new downland
areas to the north of the coast road between Belle Tout and Beachy Head, will be
entered into a Countryside Stewardship Scheme with Natural England.
For the management agreements and the Countryside Stewardship scheme, there is
a requirement for the land to be grazed. For convenience, the open access
downland is divided into grazing compartments. These are grazed usually in rotation
either during the non-flowering season for sensitive areas or the growing season for
neutral grassland. Further, the new downland areas are either grazed or have a hay
crop removed after the 1st July.
Both grazing and hay removal are designed to remove nutrients on the ex-arable
fields, to make the areas nutrient poor which should reduce competition by coarser
grasses and thereby encourage finer grasses and wild flowers to grow. This is
considered to be the most appropriate and traditional method for the long term
creation of chalk grassland.
Grazing is currently carried out under herbage agreements with two tenant farmers.
The farmer at Cornish Farm grazes the new downland at Hodcombe and Far West
and also old downland at Shooters Bottom and Belle Tout (in conjunction with The
National Trust). The farmer at Bullock Down Farm grazes the new downland to the
north of Beachy Head between West Brow and Heathy Brow. He also grazes the old
downland area to the south of the coast road between Beachy Head, Foyle Way and
Dukes Drive.
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Grazing
Compartment
C.1 Belle Tout

Habitat

C.2 Hodcombe

New downland
sown spring
1992
Chalk grassland
and scattered
scrub blocks
New downland
sown spring
1991. Margins
are chalk
grassland with
scattered scrub
New downland
sown spring
1992

C.3 Shooter's
Bottom
C.4 Far West

C.5-6 Beachy Head
- New Downland

C.7 -12 Beachy
Head - Eastern
Escarpment and
lower slopes

C.13 - 15
Front Hill, South
Downs Way and
The Dencher
C.16 - 18
Warren Hill Pashley Paradise
Drive

C.19 - 24
Eastern Escarpment
- Beachy Brow to
Butts Brow

Chalk grassland
and scrub blocks

Old downland
with scrub
blocks. Mostly
rank tor grass
and quality
chalk grassland
on lower slopes.
Old downland
with scattered
scrub. Mostly
neutral
grassland
Old downland
with pioneer
woodland and
scattered scrub
blocks. Quality
chalk grassland
in C.16
Old downland
with scattered
scrub. Mostly
rank neutral
grassland.
Chalk grassland
next to
trackways

Management
Agreement
Natural
England
SSSI

ESA Scheme
(part SSSI)
Natural
England
SSSI
ESA Scheme
SSSI (Old
downland area
on clifftop
only)
ESA Scheme

ESA Scheme
SSSI

ESA Scheme
SSSI (not The
Dencher exfield)
None

None

Grazing Time

Notes

Once, between
October and
February.
Currently grazing
with cattle
Twice, during
autumn and early
spring.
Once, between
late September March
Twice, during
autumn and early
spring.
Currently grazing
with cattle.

Summer graze
scrub area (See
Plan).

Twice, during
autumn and early
spring.
Currently grazing
with cattle &
sheep.
Once, during
autumn- winter.
Currently grazing
with cattle.

Remove hay
after 16th July

Currently grazed
with cattle
between
September to
before Easter.
To be grazed
between October
to May.

Twice, during late
summer-early
autumn & winter early spring.
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Remove hay
after 16th July.

Leave Cowslip
bank in early
spring. Remove
hay after 16th
July

Monitor
regrowth of rank
tor grass to
determine
schedule.
Top brambles as
advised (SSSI)
In mid-spring,
graze Front Hill
with sheep to
reduce Ragwort,
C.16-17.
In mid spring,
graze
escarpment
(C.16 and 18)
with sheep to
reduce Ragwort.
Grazing has not
occurred since
summer 1999.
Area requires
water supply
and grazier.

C.25 - 27
Eastern Escarpment
(Willingdon Down)

Fine quality chalk
downland
in
C.25. Also rank
neutral
grassland,
all
important
for
invertebrates

None

Graze from late
Sept to early April.
Use
cattle
ratherthan sheep
on
the
fragile
Horseshoe
Vetch
slope.
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These
steep
escarpments
have yet to be
grazed.
Requires water
supply
&
grazier.

Appendix 7
Eastbourne Downland Woodlands
Eastbourne’s downland woodlands consists of 88 hectares of broadleaf woodland
and stand on the scarp slope of the downs along almost the whole western side of
Eastbourne. They form an attractive landscape feature, helping to give a special
character to the setting of Eastbourne.
The woodland is separated into the following 8 blocks. (see map)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Ratton
Further Plantation and Foxhole Brow
Cherry Garden and Beachy Brow
Woodland off Pashley Road
Paradise Plantation
Warren Hill
Upper Dikes Drive
Horseshoe Plantation

The downland woodland includes part of the Willingdon Down and Seaford to Beachy
Head Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI). Any works on the woodlands within these
areas requires consent from Natural England.
Public access throughout the woodland continues to be one of the main
management objectives. Any works to maintain and improve public access in the
woodland is targeted at health and safety works and opening up the rides and
footpaths in order to make them easier, safer and more enjoyable to use.
As well as the works carried out immediately alongside the rides and footpaths the
majority of the adjacent woodland compartments will be managed to create
attractive woodlands; further enhancing the enjoyment of those walking through the
woodland.
These works involve silvicultural thinning around the better formed trees
as a greater variety of native tree species as possible is aimed for and trees of
better form, potential and longevity are favoured.
Though some potential timber production will benefit from this management
strategy the main objective is public recreation.
The nature conservation value of the woodlands will also increase from this
management work by creating a more varied structure alongside the rides and in
the woodland compartments. This will further the amenity value of the woodland.
All the silvicultural works carried out in the woodlands is uneconomic due to the
above management objectives, size and species of the trees being felled and the
difficult terrain and access to all the areas of woodland.
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Management Activities
Access

Boundaries
Cultural Heritage

Planting
Biodiversity

Actions
• Action to promote and provide quality public access
• Action to improve the visual amenity along public rights of way, permissive
paths and access tracks
•

Ensure safety and management of trees on boundaries with adjacent
properties

•

Protecting any archaeological and historic features within the woodlands
and along woodland edges

•

The enhancement and improvement of woodland areas through
appropriate planting.

•
•

Appropriate management of woodland around veteran trees
Provision and management of a variety of habitat layers within the
woodland and protection of deadwood resource.
Limited creation of open space to benefit biodiversity.

•
•

Periodic cutting and maintenance of woodland rides and glades for
increased habitat diversity.

Soil

•

Action to limit soil disturbance and erosion within the woodlands

Controlling non-native
species

•

Action to reduce or prevent the spread of non native species such as
Japanese knotweed and rhododendron

Pest Control

•

Action to reduce damage by animal pests where the public benefits
provided by the woodland are adversely affected

Open Space Management
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