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Welcome
The last issue of District News promised changes were in
the pipeline for the way residents recycle – the great news
is we’re making the process much simpler and quicker for
everyone.
Pages eight and nine explain what the changes mean. Residents
will save time and greater volumes of waste will be recycled.
Here’s how we will do it together:
• Read about the changes in this issue of District News.
• Keep recycling! Nothing will change until the new bins are
delivered to homes over the coming months.
• Your new bin will replace the boxes and bags you currently use.
We will take them away when we deliver your new bin.

Don’t worry if you don’t keep this copy of District News, we’ll be
sending out information to all homes before the new bins are
delivered to make sure you know when they are coming and what
to do when they arrive.
And look out for our staff who will be visiting each area of the
district to talk to residents about the new way to recycle at home.
Dina Malkova, founder
of Atelier in Lewes

ABOVE

Lewes District Business
Awards’ winners 2017.
See page five for more information
RIGHT

District News is available in large
print, audio tape, disc or in another
language upon request.
To receive District News by email
visit www.lewes.gov.uk/districtnews
CONTACT 01273 471600
EMAIL press@lewes.gov.uk
DESIGN Lewes District Council
@LewesDC
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Green Flag excellence

Two nature reserves in Lewes
district have again been awarded
Green Flag status for being among
the top green spaces in the country.
This marks the ninth year the Railway
Land in Lewes has received the
accolade, while it is the eighth year
running for Castle Hill in Newhaven.

Foam is red-hot weed killer
Lewes District Council has taken an innovative
approach to weed control across the district by
spraying the unwanted flora with heated foam.

Green Flags recognise green spaces
that have the highest possible
environmental standards, are well
maintained and a pleasure to visit.
Cllr Isabelle Linington, Cabinet Portfolio
Holder for Environmental Impact, said:

“We are delighted to have
yet again received Green
Flag awards for these two
wonderful nature
reserves which are
popular with residents
and visitors alike.”

The new weed control technique is part of the
council’s ambition to have pesticide-free parks.
Council contractors are now attacking any weed
or moss outbreak with foam that is heated to a
scorching 98°C or 208°F.
The near-boiling point foam acts as a thermal blanket,
keeping the heat on the weed long enough to kill it.
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Election
number
crunching
It’s been a busy year for
Electoral Services Lead Abi
Blanshard as general
election fever hit the UK in
the run-up to June 8.
Abi (pictured below), who
works behind the scenes to
ensure everything runs like
clockwork on an election
night, said: “With the county
elections then a general
election very soon after, it has
been an unusually busy year!
But it was fantastic to see the
highest turnout in the Lewes
constituency since 1997.”
Some at-a-glance facts and
figures from election night:
• 76.4% turnout
• 54,328 votes cast
• 13,565 postal votes
• 233 polling and count staff
• 135 polling booths
• 56 polling stations
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Website launch
Residents will soon enjoy quicker and easier online access
to the services and information they need most, with the
launch of the new joint Lewes District Council and
Eastbourne Borough Council website.
The site www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk will go live on October 31.
Every day, more people are engaging with the council using
social media. Activity on Twitter has increased by 12% in the last
year and on Facebook by 55%.
The council is regularly commended by GreatUKGovTweets,
which highlights excellence in government communications, for
its tweets being in the top 50 of the most popular from local
authorities.
A message and photograph
showing the through-the-night
clean-up operation after last
year’s Lewes Bonfire, when 10.5
tonnes of waste was collected,
was ranked the top daily tweet
by GreatUKGovTweets, earning
33 retweets and 75 likes.

LewesDistrictCouncil @LewesDC
Ever wondered how town is spotless
after #LewesBonfire? Our amazing
team worked through the night
collecting 10.5 tonnes of waste!
#LewesBonfire

Barrel of talent at Business Awards
Lewes district recently
celebrated its wealth of
local business talent at the
fourth annual business
awards ceremony.
The sell-out event, attended
by more than 220 people at
Lewes Town Hall, saw 46
finalists come together, with
14 trophies presented to
the winners by BBC News
correspondent Ben Brown.

started out in the
Needlemakers then moved to
Station Street in April last year.
Dina said: “I was absolutely
thrilled to win the Creative
Industries Award, especially as I
am such a small company.
Lewes has proved to be the
perfect place for my business
and since moving to Station
Street, where my work is more
visible, there has been an
increased interest from local
people.”

Cllr Andy Smith, Leader of
Lewes District Council,
said: “Our awards scheme
showcases the talent,
dedication and sheer drive of
business leaders from across the Lewes district.
I was truly honoured to be able to highlight their
achievements and wish them continued
success in the future.”

Pictured above is Mark Tranter, of
Burning Sky Brewery, who won
Best Independent Food or Drink
Producer. Based in Firle, the company
produced its first beer in 2013 and was named
4th Best New Brewery in the World 2014 by
Rarebeer.

Winner of the Creative Industries Award was
Dina Malkova, of Atelier (inset), who has run her
business in Lewes since 2012 when she

Company of the Year was Wave Leisure Trust
and a full list of winners can be found at
lewesdistrictbusinessawards.co.uk
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Loans
for homes
Homeowners in Lewes can
access a subsidised Home
Improvement Loan thanks
to a partnership between
Lewes District Council and
not-for-profit organisation
Parity Trust.
The loan can be used for
essential home repairs and
adaptations including roofing,
electrical works or the
installation of a new boiler.
The loan, administered by
Parity Trust, is offered at a
highly competitive rate of
5.49% (5.63% APR) and is
part-funded by Lewes District
Council. There are several
loan options available.
A dedicated loans advisor
from Parity Trust is on hand to
guide applicants through the
process, including a full and
comprehensive financial
review.
If your property is in need of
repairs, or you need to make
adaptations to your home as
recommended by an
occupational therapist to
assist with future
independence and do not
have savings available to pay
for these works, then contact
Parity Trust.
Visit www.paritytrust.org.uk
or phone 023 9237 5921 for
further information.
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Youth scheme success
An innovative new youth scheme in Newhaven is tackling
mental health issues head-on.
Youth-to-Youth is a confidential online counselling service that is
run by young people for young people. Launched by the Sussex
Community Development Association (SCDA), it also provides
drop-in advice, guidance services and youth counselling.
More than 70% of 256 young people in the Newhaven area
revealed in a recent survey that they had experienced wellbeing
or mental health issues. Often they are reluctant to share their
worries with adults, whether that’s something as seemingly
insignificant as not knowing why they feel sad or as serious as
self-harming.
For anyone aged nine to 18-years-old living in Newhaven and the
surrounding areas, the service is operated by a team of trained
young volunteers who are supported by a fully qualified
counsellor and youth workers.
From the team’s base at Denton Island Community Centre, they
receive and respond to emails from young people on a wide
range of topics.
Families and youth work leader for SCDA, Lucy Hill, said: “Youth
mental health and wellbeing is an important issue and SCDA is
supporting young people using a range of methods, which in turn
helps ease the pressure on statutory services such as the Child
and Adolescent Mental Health Services.”
For more information visit
youthtoyouth.co.uk

Business park takes shape in
Newhaven Enterprise Zone

Work is progressing rapidly on the
development of a new 7,733m² business
park that is being developed by Westcott
Leach Ltd on Eastside South – representing
the first major development linked to the
new Newhaven Enterprise Zone.
Construction of Phase 1 of the development
commenced in March, with completion due by
the end of 2017. Subsequent phases of the
development are planned over the next 12 to 18
months.
The Newhaven Enterprise Zone commenced in
April and represents a collaboration led by
Lewes District Council and Coast to Capital
Local Enterprise Partnership. This is further
supported by East Sussex County Council,
Newhaven Town Council and the South East
Local Enterprise Partnership.

Flood Defences Ready
Environment Agency contractors
JacksonHyder are approaching
completion of new flood defences on the
River Ouse west bank, which will reduce
flood risk to 244 homes and 88
businesses as part of the Newhaven
Flood Alleviation Scheme.
For further details visit www.gov.uk and
search ‘Newhaven’.

The Enterprise Zone is forecast to:
• Create 55,000m² of new commercial
floorspace
• Refurbish a further 15,000m² of commercial
floorspace
• Create and sustain up to 2,000 FTE jobs
Visit www.newhavenenterprisezone.com
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The way you recycle
If you live in Lewes district the way you recycle is changing
Lewes District Council is making it easier for all residents to
recycle by introducing a single wheelie bin for the paper, cans,
plastics, cardboard and glass that people currently sort into
two plastic boxes and two bags.
Cllr Paul Franklin, Cabinet Portfolio Holder
for Waste and Recycling, said: “This new
approach to recycling in the district will mean
more is recycled and that’s good news for the
environment.”
Your weekly refuse and fortnightly recycling
days will remain the same when the new
service is introduced. The council teams will
continue to collect food waste and garden
waste as they currently do.

What do I need to do with my
old containers?
Keep putting out your current containers. We
will take these away on your usual collection
day when we deliver your new wheelie bin.

• The new service will be introduced in stages, starting in East Saltdean,
Telscombe and Peacehaven from November. The service will then be
introduced across the district in stages between January and July 2018.
• If you share recycling bins with neighbours, for example if you live in a flat, your
new recycling arrangements may vary. We will be in touch with further information.
• If you don’t have space for a wheelie bin, please visit our website to let us know.
www.lewes.gov.uk/recycling
• Assisted collections are available to anyone that needs help putting their bins out.
Visit our website to find out more.
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is changing
Yes please
• Glass
• Dry paper (including
magazines and catalogues)
• Dry cardboard
• Plastic bottles and cartons
• Drinks cans and
aluminium foil
• Lids (take off all lids and
tops before putting them in
the new recycling bin)
Please put all items in clean,
dry and loose.

No thanks
• Coffee cups
• Laminated or glittery wrapping paper
• Foil-lined containers (juice cartons)
• Plastic carrier bags and sacks
• Plastic film (sandwich packs, cling film)

Green waste
good news
Lewes District Council’s
green waste collection
service is now available
wherever you live in the
district.
The implementation plan is
two years ahead of schedule
with new customers joining
the scheme every day.
Once signed-up the council
will deliver a 240 litre garden
waste wheelie bin and a
calendar showing all the
fortnightly collection dates.
An assisted collection service
is also available.
If you don't think you’ll fill a
wheelie bin every two weeks
you could speak to a
neighbour and share the
service, and the cost, and the
convenience.
The annual subscription is
£70 and this also includes a
240 litre green waste bin at
no extra cost. Sign-up online
at www.lewes.gov.uk/waste

Scrap metal and anything electric – please take to your
local Household Waste Recycling Centre
Batteries – you can recycle these at most supermarkets
Tetra paks and textiles please take to a mini-recycling
centre (Bring site)
Visit our website to find out more
www.lewes.gov.uk/recycling
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Tenant news
Your voice – your community
Lewes District Council tenants are invited to
the Tenants’ Annual Conference on October
26, from 10am to 2pm at Seahaven
Academy, Southdown Road, Newhaven.
The event is an opportunity to get involved in
key housing decisions and workshop sessions.
To book a place phone 01273 487249, or
email tenant.participation@lewes.gov.uk,
or text ‘conference’ to 07800 689302 by
September 30.

The Lewes District Council Tenant of the Year
will also be announced at the conference and
nominations are now open.
To put forward a Lewes District Council tenant
in your community who goes the extra mile and
makes a positive difference to the lives of local
people, phone 01273 487249,
email tenant.participation@lewes.gov.uk
or text ‘Tenant’ to 07800 689302 by October 12.

Fire safety “number one priority”
Following the Grenfell Tower tragedy in
London, Lewes District Council wants to
reassure all tenants and leaseholders that
fire safety is its number one priority.
While there are no buildings of a similar size or
design in the Lewes district, the council has
revisited all the properties being managed to
ensure everything that can be done to minimise
fire risk, is being done.
Lewes District Council has always routinely
reviewed risk assessments and fire safety
advice. If you live in a block of flats or share a
hallway with other residents, you will have seen
a fire safety notice close to the street-entrance
door. It’s important that you familiarise yourself
with the instructions in this notice.
By taking simple steps in your home and
communal areas, you can greatly reduce the risk
of a fire.
There is lots of fire safety advice on the council
website – www.lewes.gov.uk
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Fire safety guidance
• Fit at least one smoke alarm on every level
of your home.
• Test your fire alarm by pressing the button
until the alarm sounds. If it doesn’t sound,
you need to replace the battery.
• Make sure your electrical appliances have
a British or European safety mark.
• Plan a safe escape – what would you do if
a smoke alarm went off in the night? You
are more at risk from a fire when asleep.
• Keep communal areas clear – to keep
everyone safe, the council has a policy of
‘zero tolerance’ for anything left in
communal corridors and hallways.

If anything is left in your communal areas or
you have any other concerns, contact your
housing officer.

Tenant news
Housing fraud investigation
A man has been ordered to pay nearly £3,000 following an investigation by Lewes
District Council’s Counter Fraud Team.
Troy Hemsley was ordered to pay an Unlawful Profit Order of £2,984 and costs of £500 to
Lewes District Council after he pleaded guilty to subletting a property owned by the council.

Working closely with colleagues from the
housing and legal services departments, the
Counter Fraud Team conducted a detailed
investigation that proved Mr Hemsley was not
living at the address and had been unlawfully
subletting the property.
Cllr Ron Maskell, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for
Housing, said: “Lewes District Council does not
tolerate tenancy fraud. There isn’t enough social
housing to meet the needs of people who
genuinely need it, so it is essential we make the
best use of the housing that is available
by making sure it is occupied by those
who are legally entitled to do so.”

If anyone has information that someone is not
using their council property as their main home,
or someone is living in a council property when
they should not, they can report their concerns
to the Housing Team at www.lewes.gov.uk
People can also contact the
Counter Fraud Team for the
council via the Lewes District
Council website.

Cllr Ron Maskell
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Tenant news
Housing
advice surgeries

Training
for new skills

If you are having difficulties paying
your rent or mortgage, want advice
on your rights as a tenant or owner,
need to find somewhere to live, or
are having problems maintaining
your home, then come to a ‘Housing
Advice’ drop-in surgery:

Lewes District Council has organised some key skills
training for Lewes District Council tenants in
partnership with local housing providers and the
SETUP organisation. Courses scheduled are:
Fundraising for Community Projects
Wednesday September 27 2017
Becoming a Dementia Friend
Wednesday October 18 2017
Level 2 Food Hygiene
Tuesday November 14 2017
Committee Skills
Thursday February 8 2018
Safeguarding Vulnerable People
Tuesday March 27 2018
Cllr Ron Maskell, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing,
said: “We’ve had some very positive feedback from
tenants who have taken part in these courses, which
are a fantastic initiative giving the opportunity to learn
new skills, all free of charge.”
More information can be found at www.setup.org.uk

Lewes Council Offices,
Southover House, Southover Road
Tuesday 9am-12.30pm
Newhaven Saxon House, Meeching Rd
Wednesday and Friday 10am-12.30pm
You can also visit our website
www.lewes.gov.uk and complete an
online housing advice request
or email housingneeds@lewes.gov.uk
For our duty housing officer rota visit
www.lewes.gov.uk/housing/21619.asp
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Council boosts
pedal power
Students at Peacehaven Community School are riding
high thanks to a donation of 25 mountain bikes from
Lewes District Council.
The bicycles were paid for using £5,000 left in the fund after
the completion of the Big Parks Project, which was set up in
2011 to deliver improved recreation and leisure facilities in
Peacehaven.
This figure was supplemented with support from Rod Lambert,
owner of Mr Cycles, based in Seaford, who supplied the bikes
with a generous discount.

On the crest
of an artwave

Austen Hindman, Headteacher at Peacehaven Community
School, said: “Peacehaven Community School is very grateful
to the council and to Mr Cycles for this investment in our
children. We want students to learn outside of the classroom,
and these bikes will allow us to explore the beautiful Sussex
countryside around us.

Bigger, brighter and even more
visually exciting than ever –
that was the verdict on this
year’s Artwave festival that
swept over the district.
500 artists took part in a huge
array of venues from private
homes and galleries to open
gardens and country pubs. For
the first time, visitors were also
able to see art-inspired films at
the new Depot Cinema in Lewes,
Hillcrest Cinema in Newhaven
and Seaford Community Cinema.

Cllr Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes District Council, said: “I am
delighted that this money is being put to good use in keeping
Peacehaven young people fit and helping them to achieve their
cycling proficiency.
“It is yet another successful outcome of the Big Parks Project
which has created a new park, an award-winning design café,
two natural playgrounds, and a skatepark – all of which are
proving popular with local people and visitors.”

Cllr Stephen Gauntlett, Chair of
Lewes District Council, said:
“Artwave is on track to become
one of the most popular free arts
events in the south east. Yet again
people travelled from far and wide
to sample the incredible mix of
arts and crafts being exhibited.”
© Marion Prentice
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Lewes District Council meetings scheduled for autumn 2017 are open to the public
Planning Applications Committee 1
20 September
Audit and Standards Committee 4
25 September
Cabinet 3
27 September
9 October
Council 1
Planning Applications Committee 1
11 October
Planning Applications Committee 1
1 November
9 November
Scrutiny Committee 3
Cabinet 3
13 November
22 November
Planning Applications Committee 1
Audit and Standards Committee 4
27 November
Council 1
6 December
Trustees of the Mountfield Pleasure Ground Trust and
the Stanley Turner Recreation Ground, Lewes1 6 December
Planning Applications Committee 1
13 December

5:00pm
10:00pm
2:30pm
6:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
10:00am
2:30pm
5:00pm
10:00am
6:00pm
start time to follow council meeting
For further information and to
5:00pm

Venues: 1 Council Chamber, County Hall, St. Annes Crescent, Lewes
2 Telscombe Room, Southover House, Lewes
3 Telscombe & Ditchling Rooms, Southover House, Lewes
4 Ditchling Room, Southover House, Lewes
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confirm meeting times, dates and
locations, please contact the
Committee Section at
committees@lewes.gov.uk
Information is correct at time of
going to press.
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Upcoming Events
Eastbourne & Lewes Walk Fest
Lewes District Council and Eastbourne Borough Council are running a new Eastbourne
& Lewes Walk Fest 2017 – a three-day promotion of self-guided and guided walks from
September 29 to October 1. The festival will spearhead an ongoing promotion of walking
as a healthy and fun way to visit the diverse country and seascapes that the area benefits
from. www.eastbourneandleweswalkfest.org

Sussex Gin & Fizz Festival
A must for the late summer diary, a new one-day festival on September 30 celebrating
Sussex-produced sparkling wine and gin comes to Lewes as part of Lewes
OctoberFeast Festival. Organised by Lewes District Council, you can attend talks by
industry experts, sample award-winning drinks and buy direct from the producers. You
can picnic within the beautiful settings at Southover Grange in Lewes or partake of the
sumptuous range of delicacies on offer from local artisan food stalls, all under cover in
the picturesque walled gardens. Plus, live music will be hosted by Union Music Store.
And if you’re coming from Brighton, why not take
advantage of travelling to the festival in style on a
vintage bus. Or take the Regency Route (28 & 29
buses) that run every 15 minutes from Brighton and
Tunbridge Wells. www.sussexginandfizzfestival.com

LewesLight Festival
Taking place over the weekend of October 13-15, the
festival will again offer a surprising mix of installations
inspired by the town, its architecture, history and its
people. www.leweslight.uk
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