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Just what
the doctor
ordered

£18 million health hub gets go-ahead

News from across the Lewes district

DN magazine

Hello

Welcome to the autumn edition of DN magazine,
brought to you by Lewes District Council.

We are delighted to announce plans for a fantastic new health and wellbeing facility in
Seaford. It makes perfect sense for GP services to be located alongside complementary
leisure facilities.
Wave Leisure Trust, which runs the Downs Leisure Centre, already works with GPs to
provide a holistic approach to healthier lifestyles, so we can look forward to an even greater
integrated approach for residents in Seaford.
And congratulations to Depot Cinema’s Creative Director Carmen Slijpen for scooping
Tourist Destination of the Year and Business Person of the Year at this year’s business
awards.
Thank you for reading this edition of DN. We hope you enjoy it.
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Keep in touch
DN magazine is available in large print, audio disc or
in another language upon request.
To receive DN magazine by email visit lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/district-news
Call: 01273 471600
Twitter: @LewesDC Facebook: Lewes District Council
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£18 million health hub
Ground-breaking health hub planned for Seaford.
£18 million project will bring medical, health and leisure
under one roof.
A ground-breaking health hub, that will bring medical, lifestyle and
community facilities under one roof, has been announced for Seaford.
The new £18 million facility will be built alongside the Downs Leisure
Centre in Sutton Road and will include a health hub, convenience store,
a minimum of eight apartments, grass mini pitch and a bigger car park.
Seaford’s two GP practices, Old School Surgery and Seaford Medical
Practice, will relocate to the new hub that will cater for 21 GPs with
support nursing and admin teams and a minor surgery unit.
Su

This will give Seaford residents a groundbreaking new healthcare space and a more
holistic approach to wellbeing
A new entrance and offices will be built for the leisure centre, which is
run by Wave Leisure Trust, and the 60+ Club will be given new meeting
facilities within the centre.
As well as improved health facilities, the scheme will create employment
opportunities with the opening of the new convenience store.
Councillor Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes District Council, said: “This will
give Seaford residents a ground-breaking new healthcare space and a more
holistic approach to wellbeing. The town’s population is growing so this is
absolutely vital for Seaford. The new health hub means local people can be
offered more services and appointments.”
Duncan Kerr, Chief Executive of Wave Leisure Trust, said: “The new health hub
will bring General Practice and Primary Healthcare Services to an environment
where anyone, no matter their age or ability, can enjoy being active. It will
ensure that GPs and healthcare teams can work hand-in-hand with support staff
in a dynamic way; supporting positive physical, mental and emotional wellbeing.
We are extremely excited about the opportunities this new development will offer
the local community.”
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Sara Williams Director, The Patchwork Cat, which offers sewing fabrics,
materials and crafting classes

EZ
birthday

More than 60 local business owners, key local figures
and partners of Newhaven Enterprise Zone joined
together to learn about the plans for Newhaven,
a year since it gained Enterprise Zone status.
Held at the new Operations and Maintenance Base at
Rampion Offshore Wind Farm, the Enterprise Zone’s
three strategic priorities – Quality growth, Sustainable
growth and Inclusive growth – were presented.
Local business leaders Mike Shorer (pictured),
Mike Shorer Fine Jewellery, Duncan Kerr, Wave Leisure
and Dick Shone, Boutique Modern, joined the panel
and spoke about their own experiences in Newhaven,
why they chose to set up businesses in the town and
the challenges they have faced.
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Mike Shorer of Mike Shorer Fine Jewellery

A Newhaven EZ Community Fund has
been officially launched to give grants to
community groups and small charities
across Newhaven, focusing on those who
help to encourage a sense of place. The
first grants will be available in early 2019.
www.sussexgiving.org.uk/named_funds_posts/
newhaven-ez-community-fund/
Newhaven Enterprise Zone has been established
as a three-way agreement between the Coast to
Capital Local Enterprise Partnership, Lewes District
Council and government. It acts as a catalyst to deliver
new commercial development, new jobs and local
growth opportunities that will contribute to the local
development of the area.
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Free
parking
A traffic scheme to allow a period of free parking
and a crackdown on nuisance parking in Newhaven
town centre and Denton Island has been approved.

The new scheme will amend and
enforce traffic regulations around the
pedestrianised area of the town centre
and tackle the issue of caravans and
motorhomes parking overnight on
Denton Island.
The town centre is one of eight key sites in the
Newhaven Enterprise Zone and this announcement is
the latest by the district council in the work to deliver
a masterplan that will see a new 23,000 sq. ft food
store, four new retail units totalling 4,000 sq. ft,
a 69-bedroom hotel, leisure facilities including a
20,000 sq. ft health hub, 250 parking spaces and
over 100 new affordable homes.
Councillor Bill Giles, Cabinet Member for Finance
at Lewes District Council, said: “Newhaven is on
the cusp of significant changes. By introducing
free parking we will encourage more shoppers and
visitors to come to the town. And by cracking down
on nuisance parking we will make the pedestrian and
driving experience a much happier one.”

By introducing free parking we
will encourage more shoppers
and visitors to come to the town

Work to start on £23 million link road
As DN went to press it was
announced that the funding
for the £23 million link road in
Newhaven had been secured. The
road will provide direct access to
the East Quay area of Newhaven
Port, creating new jobs, 80,000
square metres of business space
and taking HGVs away from
Railway Road and Beach Road.

Cllr Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes
District Council, said:
“In partnership with our colleagues
at Coast to Capital and East
Sussex County Council, and
with the support of many local
stakeholders, we are on the
threshold of an unprecedented
era of prosperity in Newhaven.

This funding shows that the
government recognises the
strategic importance of the
Newhaven Enterprise Zone to
delivering lasting regeneration
for the town’s residents and
businesses.”
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Our first year has exceeded
our expectations. In addition
to cinema, we have hosted
some fantastic exhibitions
and talks and want to build
on that in our second year

Tourist Destination of the
Year and Business Person
of the Year for Creative
Director Carmen Slijpen
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CARMEN
HEADLINES AT DEPOT
The best of business in the district
came together at a glittering ceremony
to mark the fifth Lewes District
Business Awards.
Held for the first time at the Amex Stadium,
more than 250 of the district’s business
community attended, including 38 finalists,
with 12 trophies presented by comedian
Simon Evans.
Depot Cinema in Lewes, which opened in
May last year, scooped two awards, winning
Tourist Destination of the Year and Business
Person of the Year for Creative Director
Carmen Slijpen.
Carmen said: “We opened as a community
cinema and have been thrilled with the
support we have received from our local
community. Our first year has exceeded our
expectations. In addition to cinema, we have
hosted some fantastic exhibitions and talks
and want to build on that in our second year.”
Other winners included Tomsetts Distribution
for Company of the Year, Richard Soan
Roofing Services for Best Customer Service,
Tiny Box Company was named Best Green
Business, So Sussex took the Business in the
Community award, Fundraising Auctions was
named Best Employer, Sara Williams from
The Patchwork Cat won the Entrepreneur of
the Year award and Front Room was named
Small Business of the Year.
Councillor Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes
District Council, commented: “Lewes district
is home to some truly fantastic businesses
and this year’s list of awards showcased the
very best that the district has to offer.”

Bigger and bolder

Artwave

Lewes district’s
popular
art festival
celebrated
25 colourful
years and was
bigger and
bolder than
ever.

Over three
weekends in
August, over
600 artists and
makers showcased
their work in 153
locations across
Lewes, Newhaven,
Seaford and
surrounding villages.
Organised by Lewes District Council, Artwave Festival
opened doors into artists’ private homes, studios,
galleries and gardens, museums and churches, pubs and
community spaces.
Visitors met and bought direct from photographers,
bespoke jewellers, landscape, abstract and portrait
painters, sculptors of metal, wood and stone, woodcut and
linocut printers, bookbinders and designers, ceramicists
and all sorts of creators.
Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Customers and Partners,
Councillor Tony Nicholson, said: “This was a wonderful
festival with all venues free to visit, which made it truly
inclusive. With rural and town trails to follow and so many
locations and events, there really was something for
everyone over the three weekends. I would like to thank
everyone who helped make this festival happen. We’re very
proud of being host to so many great artists and makers.”
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News in brief
More than 4,255 residents have
signed up for Lewes District Council’s
garden waste service – compared to
1,548 this time last year.
The fortnightly service is now
available all year round (apart from the
Christmas fortnight) for £70 a year. To
join up visit lewes-eastbourne.gov.
uk/GardenWaste
Residents will soon be able to do
their recycling on the go when new
recycling bins are installed in the
district.

Black is the new green
More than 100 black recycling boxes, replaced in the recent
roll out of the new recycling scheme, have been delivered to
Telscombe Cliff School.
Leader of the Council, Councillor Andy Smith, Councillor Elayne
Merry and Telscombe Town Councillor Gwen Maskell saw first
hand how the new boxes are being put to good use.
Councillor Smith said: “It’s been fantastic to see how these old
recycling boxes are now being recycled themselves!”

The new bins will be installed
in Lewes, Seaford, Newhaven,
Ringmer and Peacehaven to
increase on-street recycling and
reduce the amount of waste going
to incineration.

New role
Building on the success of the new
waste and recycling service, Lewes
District Council is appointing an
engagement officer to increase
participation across local communities.

Food waste
recycling

The role will include engaging with
schools, supporting the work of litter
picking groups and coordinating
events to promote the vital importance
of reducing waste in our daily lives.

Lewes District Council is
the only council in Sussex
to offer a food waste
recycling service.

Altogether Now

Residents are given a small
caddy that is collected at the
same time as their refuse.
For more information and to sign up for the service, visit:
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/foodrecycling
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The council’s Neighbourhood
First team joined forces with local
residents to hold a community
and litter picking event at the
De Montfort play area in Lewes.
Called Altogether Now, the aim
of the event was to promote the
community working together and
improve communication between
residents and service providers.

Autumn 2018

Readers of DN across the
district have come in for high
praise after an extra 1,000
tonnes of waste was recycled
instead of being sent to the
incinerator.
The latest data shows that
between November 2017,
when the new service started,
and July 2018, 1,039 tonnes of
extra waste was recycled.
When garden waste collected
during the same period is
added, the total recycling
figure hits a colossal 7,230
tonnes.
Councillor Paul Franklin,
Cabinet Portfolio Holder for
Waste & Recycling, said:
“I’ve always known the
people of Lewes district are
recycling superstars, they just

needed the right system to
allow it to happen. These are
stratospheric figures and our
residents deserve all
the credit.”
Lewes District Council
recently completed the
delivery of over 40,000
wheelie bins to local homes.
The new bins replaced the old
bags and boxes that residents
previously had to use to sort
their household refuse.
Councillor Franklin added:
“Delivering more than 40,000
wheelie bins sounds simple
enough but it isn’t, it takes
a huge amount of careful
planning to get it right. I’m
very proud of our teams that
made it happen and the way
residents have embraced
the service.”

For more information visit
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
lewesrecycling

SUP

Lewes District Council is on
target to reduce the use of Single
Use Plastics (SUPs) in council
offices, for day-to-day activity,
by 70% by December 1 2018.
Plastic cups are no longer being
bought for staff and metal cutlery
is now being used in kitchens.
Many staff members have signed
a pledge to decrease their use
of SUPs with the launch of a new
campaign “If you can’t re-use it,
refuse it!”
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Universal Credit
Allowance (ESA); income-based Jobseeker’s
Allowance (JSA); Child Tax Credit; Working Tax
Credit and Income Support.
Lewes District Council has partnered with Brighton
Housing Trust to advise council tenants who need to
claim Universal Credit.

Universal Credit is being fully rolled out in Lewes
district from this month.

Claims are usually done online and your claim is
all managed online. You do need access to an
email address to claim Universal Credit but help
will be available if you haven’t got one and need to
create one.

It is a new benefit being phased in by the
government to replace six existing benefits: Housing
Benefit; income-related Employment and Support

If you want to know more about the support service,
call 01323 642615 and ask for information about
Universal Credit Support.

Housing advice
If you are having difficulties paying your rent or mortgage, want advice on your rights as
a tenant or owner, need to find somewhere to live or are having problems maintaining
your home, then you should contact Lewes District Council as soon as possible.
ALL APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO ATTENDANCE.
Scheduled appointments only:
Mondays: 9am – 12.30pm:
Peacehaven, Community House, Meridian Centre, Meridian Way.
Tuesdays: 9am – 12.30pm:
Lewes, Council Offices, Southover House, Southover Road.
Wednesdays & Fridays: 10am – 12.30pm:
Newhaven, Saxon House, Meeching Road.
Thursdays: 10am – 12.30pm:
Seaford, The Police Building, Church Street.

Visit lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk and complete an online housing advice
request or email housingneeds@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

LANDLORD
REWARDS
Lewes District Council is
looking for landlords with
properties to let in the
district.
In exchange it can offer:
guaranteed rent payment
or rent upfront; choice of
tenants; the chance to swap
tenants if things don’t work
out; no admin or finders
fees; minimum void periods;
a dedicated officer to help.
To find out more, call 01323
415617 or visit leweseastbourne.gov.uk/LRS

£664k to tackle rough sleeping
Housing officers in partnership with colleagues at
Hastings Borough Council have secured £664,000
from the government to help tackle rough sleeping.
The funding will allow the councils to implement
‘Housing First’, an internationally recognised model for
tackling homelessness.

The approach will see a new pathway for rough
sleepers, including expanding day centre services,
creating a team of intensive support officers and
assessment hubs to ensure individuals and families get
the multi-disciplinary support they need to overcome
current barriers to services.
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Sea defences at Peacehaven
Lewes District Council is carrying out vital repairs to the
sea wall in Peacehaven.

Tim Bartlett, Specialist Adviser for Coastal and
Flood Risk Management, said:

The damage has been caused by the sea and the
pounding effect created by waves crashing into the
concrete. The specialist repair work is being scheduled
around the tide times.

“Heavy winter storms inevitably take their toll on the
sea defences and it’s important to repair areas of
significant damage.
“At times we may need to temporarily restrict pedestrian
access to parts of the sea defence promenade but will
work to minimise these occasions.”

These scheduled Lewes District Council meetings
for autumn 2018 are open to the public:
Cabinet 3
Planning Applications Committee 1
Audit and Standards Committee 4
Planning Applications Committee 1
Cabinet 3
Planning Applications Committee 1
Audit and Standards Committee 4
Planning Applications Committee 1
Council 1
Scrutiny Committee 3
Employment Committee 2
Cabinet 3
Planning Applications Committee 1

17 September
19 September
24 September
10 October
29 October
31 October
19 November
21 November
26 November
29 November
3 December
5 December
12 December

2:30pm
5:00pm
10:00am
5:00pm
2:30pm
5:00pm
10:00am
5:00pm
6:00pm
2:00pm
10:00am
2:30pm
5:00pm

Venues:
1 C
 ouncil Chamber, County Hall,
St. Annes Crescent, Lewes
 elscombe Room, Southover
2 T
House, Lewes
 elscombe & Ditchling Rooms,
3 T
Southover House, Lewes
 itchling Room, Southover
4 D
House, Lewes

For further information and to confirm meetings times, dates and locations, please contact Committee
Services at committees@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk. Information is correct at time of going to press.
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Officer spotlight on...
In a new feature, DN will turn the spotlight
on individuals working behind the
scenes for communities in the district.
In this issue we interview the man who
delivered the multi-million pound Big Park
development in Peacehaven.
Name: Chris Bibb
Role: 	Specialist Advisor
(Open Spaces)

Best part of my job: My job allows me to
plan, design, create and manage the parks and
open spaces in the district. There is a great
satisfaction creating better public spaces within
the community.
Recent projects: I am currently working on a
number of projects. These include a collaboration
project with Telscombe Town Council to upgrade
their play spaces. The playgrounds had reached
an age where the old equipment had reached
the end of its serviceable life, so there is a good
deal of removal and replacement required. The
local school has been involved with the project,
sending students to site meetings to help set out
the positions of the new equipment.

I am also working on creating a new Skatepark
and Pumptrack for Newhaven. This will provide a
great new facility in Newhaven.
Future plans: A number of other town and parish
councils in the district are keen to have a chat
about developing new and existing community
spaces, which is really exciting.

Local children from Telscombe Primary School with
Councillor Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes District Council,
Councillor Ron Maskell, the project team and contractors at
Chatsworth Park South.
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Eastbourne
and Lewes
Walk Fest

Eastbourne and Lewes Walk Fest
is back this year and it’s set to be
even bigger and better than before!
From September 22 to 30, it includes
a diverse mix of guided and self-guided
walks designed for people of all ages
and abilities to discover the wonders
of the South Downs or the culture and
history of Lewes and Eastbourne.
Organised by Lewes District and
Eastbourne Borough Councils, the
walks are a combination of free and
chargeable events to encourage people
to get out and get active, and will be
led by knowledgeable leaders, to help
you explore more.
As spaces are limited, sign
up for your favourite stroll on
eastbourneandleweswalkfest.org
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Safety first for
Lewes bonfire night
Travel restrictions will be in place
for November 5 in and around
Lewes for the benefit of public
safety at the bonfire celebrations.
The multi-agency group made
up of emergency services, local
authorities and train operators, is
encouraging everyone to consider
Lewes bonfire as an event for
locals – rather than large numbers
of people travelling into the town.
Travel announcements are being
made in plenty of time so that
people can plan their journeys:

 o trains will call at Lewes,
N
Falmer, Glynde or Southease
from 17.00 on November 5
until the first timetabled trains
on the morning of November 6.
The London Victoria 16.16
train will stop at Cooksbridge
at 17.20 before continuing
to its next stop at Polegate.
Cooksbridge station will
then be closed until the first
timetabled trains on the
morning of November 6.

