
South Street 

ISSUES 

• Loss of historic street plan north of Cliffe 

High Street;


• Loss of architectural details (windows, doors 
and roof materials particularly) in the unlisted 
Buildings of Townscape Merit in South Street 
and Timber Yard Cottages; 

• Impact of modern development on the 

setting of St Thomas’ Church;


• Poor quality public car parks facing Harvey’s 
Way, on the corner of Cliffe High Street, and 
in South Street; 

• Plethora of street signage, relating to speed

and access controls e.g. at the entrance to

Chapel Hill;


• Gap sites and poor quality 20th century

development along South Street;


• Little public linkage with the River Ouse, 
especially the lack of a riverside walk in places; 

• Electricity sub-station next to the river; 
• At low tide views along the river can be spoilt 

by rubbish and litter, and views of the flood 
defences; 

• Few trees; 
• Poor quality street surfaces throughout the


conservation area;

• New sheltered housing development facing 

the river off South Street is visually dominant 
in views of Cliffe from the other side of the 
river; 

• Chandlers occupies modern buildings of no

merit, visible from across the river.


7 . 1  A R E A  1  :  C L I F F E  

Flood level mark on St Thomas’ Church   

Cliffe High Street   
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7.2 AREA 2 : LOWER HIGH STREET 

Whilst modern maps refer to the whole of the 
principal street as ‘High Street’, the section of 
road from the War Memorial at the junction with 
Market Street to the junction with Friars Walk is 
locally (and historically) referred to as ‘School Hill’. 

PRINCIPAL FEATURES 

• Hilly location overlooking river and Cliffe; 
• Survival of historic street plan including


twittens;

• Curve of Friars Walk marks the line of the


medieval town wall and ditch;

• Groups of continuous high quality listed


buildings facing the principal streets;

• Timber-framed buildings (usually refronted) 


in School Hill and High Street;

• Georgian ‘New Town’ in East Street area; 
• A number of significant municipal historic


buildings including the Town Hall;

• All Saints Church, the Friends Meeting House 

and Eastgate Baptist Church are all important; 
• Mixed uses in the School Hill area; 
• Significant views down School Hill to Cliffe 


and beyond to the martyrs’ obelisk;

• Some modern development has impinged. 

LOCATION 

This area lies between the River Ouse to the east 
and the crossroads at the junction of Station 
Street, Fisher Street and High Street to the west. 
The southern boundary of Area 2 is defined by 

The Precinct 

Lansdown Place, leading into Friars Walk.To the 
north, the land drops away to the water meadows 
of the river (now the North Street Industrial 
Estate), beyond a boundary formed by the line of 
Green Wall and Wellington Street. 

BRIEF HISTORY 

• Historic ford (possibly Roman) in the vicinity 
of Cliffe Bridge; 

• Line of pre-Conquest road along High Street, 
connecting the Saxon town to Cliffe; 

• Saxon town probably only extended to the 

top of School Hill;


• Long curve of Friar’s Walk represents extent of 
medieval town, on the edge of the flood plain, 
with an ‘Eastgate’ at the bottom of School Hill; 

• Grey Friars monastery (Franciscan) established 
between the town ditch and the river by 1241; 

• 1538 Grey Friars dissolved and a new town 
house built on the site by John Kyme; this was 
rebuilt by Thomas Pellatt in 1673; 

• 1730s – Star Inn in the High Street rebuilt by 
Thomas Sergison, who added a Renaissance 
staircase brought from Slaugham Place; 

• 18th century – Beard’s Brewery stated

operating from a site in Fisher Street;


• 18th and early 19th century – prestigious 

town houses built facing School Hill and 

Albion Street;


• 1789 House of Correction built to the west 

of North Street;


• Part of the former Grey Friars estate sold off 
for development in 1823; 

• 1893 Former Star Inn rebuilt as a Town Hall, 
with a new Corn Market and Assembly Room 
facing Fisher Street; 

• Turkish Baths built in the late 19th century; 
• 1969-early 70s – Phoenix Causeway built, and 

terraced cottages facing Little East Street 
demolished to create the new one-way system; 

• 1986 Magistrates’ Court built facing Friars

Walk on site of the old railway station and

precinct shopping area created;


• 1990s precinct pedestrianised; 
• 1994 Offices built for the Area Health


Authority in Friars Walk;

• 2000 flooding affects the area between Friars 

Walk and the river. 

L E W E S  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A  C H A R A C T E R  A P P R A I S A L  38 



School Hill  

Lansdown Place 

USES 

Uses in Area 2 are very varied – shops face the 
precinct, professional offices and shops lie along 
School Hill, and residential properties can be 
found in the back streets.All Saints’ Church is 
now a community facility but here are two other 
buildings – the Friends’ Meeting House and the 
Baptist Church – still in very active religious use. 
There is still a timber merchants behind Waitrose, 
facing the river, the only remnant of the industrial 
premises which once dominated in the lower part 
of the area around the river.A new local library 
was opened in the garden of Lewes House in 2005. 

7 . 2  A R E A  2  :  L O W E R  H I G H  S T R E E T  

TOPOGRAPHY 

The principal topographical feature is the steep 
hill which leads eastwards from the centre of 
Lewes towards the river. From the top of this hill, 
at its junction of Market Street, are notable views 
down the steep slope towards Cliffe and the tree-
lined Downs beyond. Narrow, twisting twittens 
lead southwards from the High Street towards 
Friars Walk, with tall flint walls and enclosed views. 

TOWNSCAPE 

Area 2 is important for its long rows of varied 
18th and 19th century listed buildings, facing 
School Hill and positioned either on the 
immediate back of the pavement, or 
approximately one metre back, with small front 
areas defined by decorative cast iron railings. 
These were mainly built as prestigious family 
houses and many retain their large town 
gardens, usually hidden behind tall flint walls. 
Examples include School Hill House (1715); 
Old Bank House (1790); nos. 199-200 High Street 
(1790); Lewes House (c.1812); and nos. 
208-9 and Regency House (c1822).There are also 
a number of more modest cottages, 
such as no. 6 St Nicholas’ Lane, one of a terrace 
built by a Newhaven bargemaster in c1828 flint 
cobbles, and nos. 15-17 Little East Street, built in 
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Former library 

c1797. Overall, these buildings create a high 
quality, well detailed streetscape largely uninter
rupted by modern development. 

Although this area has been intensively developed 
since at least the 17th century, there are few 
obviously pre-18th century buildings, although 
there are a number which are older but are 
concealed behind more recent frontages. One 
example is no. 49 High Street, the former 
parsonage of St John’s, a jettied timber-framed 
building on the corner with Station Street, the 
framing being hidden by painted render.This 
forms part of a group of refronted buildings facing 
the top part of School Hill. One of these, no. 44 
(H A Bakers chemist) is dated 1613 on the front 
elevation, and retains its early 19th century 
fenestration and a similarly dated good quality 
shopfront. However, inside are small rooms with 
exposed timber-framing suggesting a 17th century 
or even earlier date. 

Other early buildings include nos. 201-203 (Strutt 
and Parker), a 19th century refacing of a possibly 
17th century building; no. 204 High Street, an 
interesting, very narrow building with a hipped 
gable facing the street and exposed timber-

framing); no. 211 (Blaker Son and Young), which 
has a good 18th century façade but the plan form 
suggests a slightly earlier building; and Trinity 
House, no. 213 High Street (Adams and Remers 
solicitors), a possibly 17th century building, 
refronted in the early 19th century. In the 1640s 
this was the house of Ambrose Trayton, who in 
1642 was commissioned to raise 200 men to 
defend Lewes.The building contains evidence of 
his activities: there are pike racks and hooks for 
uniforms in the garrets, and a powder-magazine at 
the rear. 

The northern part of Area 2 also contains a 
number of streets which were built as a ‘New 
Town’ between 1790 and the early 19th century. 
Albion Street (by the Malling builder James Berry, 
1822) contains a cohesive, late Georgian terrace 
(nos. 2-11), and East Street a row of late 18th 
century terraced houses, broadly similar, and built 
using a light-weight timber frame, faced with 
mathematical tiles.This is an unusual example in 
Lewes of the use of mathematical tiles on a new 
building, rather than for refronting an older 
property.Waterloo Place (c1805) is another 
terrace of good quality listed houses, facing a 
small green. Further south, at the bottom of 
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East Street 

Station Street, two further purpose-built terraces 
are of special merit: Lansdown Place, which was 
built in 1827, and Lansdown Terrace, built in 1838. 

Apart from these terraced houses, the buildings in 
Area 2 are more varied in terms of height and 
width, particularly facing Market Street where the 
former Market Tower (1792, built to house the 
bell Gabriel after the demolition of St Nicholas 
Church) dominates the views up the street from 
the north. Of note is the group of former 
warehouses which lie between Station Lane and 

Fisher Street 

the river Ouse.All of them have been altered 
including the only listed building, Stricklands, 
converted into two large flats in 2000.Within the 
group is the former parish school, now commercial 
offices, dating to the late 19th century. 

There are also a number of notable religious and 
municipal buildings: the Friends Meeting House 
(1784) in Friars Walk;All Saints Church, also in 
Friars Walk, rebuilt by Amon Wilds in 1806 and 
again in 1883, leaving the 16th century west 
tower intact; the Market Tower (1792) in Market 

No.211 High Street 
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Stricklands 

Street; the Fitzroy Memorial Library built on the 
corner of Friars Walk in 1862; the Turkish Baths 
built at about the same time slightly further along 
Friars Walk; the former Art School (built to the 
designs of the county surveyor Henry Card in 
1874) in Albion Street; and the Town Hall, a 
remodelling of Thomas Sergison’s house by 
Samuel Denham in 1893. 

Materials are varied – red, grey or yellow brick; 
red or black glazed mathematical tiles; and 
painted stucco. Most of the 18th and early 19th 
century buildings displaying a range of good 
quality Georgian details including multi-paned sash 
windows, classical doorcases and panelled front 
doors. Lewes House (c.1812) has a plain grey and 
red brick façade, with a parapet concealing the 
roof, but an impressive central doorcase, set on 
Doric columns. By contrast, School Hill House 
(1715), which is next door, has a very simple front 
entrance with a pedimented door hood, but this 
is set in an imposing brick elevation, with brick 
string courses, stone quoins to the corner, and a 
stone plinth. Nos. 199-200 High Street, facing 
them across the road, have a combined entrance, 

with a pair of front doors set back up short 
staircases below a shell entablature.This building 
is also notable for its use of deep red 
mathematical tiles, the shallow full height bays, and 
the timber quoins. Howard House, nos. 30/31 
High Street, has particularly well detailed 
doorcase, with Corinthian columns, clearly not in 
situ. Unusually, the Albion Street properties have 
cast iron first floor balconies with acanthus leaf 
decoration. 

LOCAL FEATURES 

• Cliffe Bridge, rebuilt in stone in 1727; 
• Archway from the Priory, reset into the wall 


to the east of All Saints Church, Friars Walk;

• Drinking fountain in Friars Walk, built in 1874 

to replace the former Pinwell spring (no 
longer working); 

• Notable collection of gravestones and other

memorials adjacent to All Saints Church and

the Friends Meeting House;


• Narrow, twisting twittens (Walwers Lane, 
Church Twitten, Broomans Lane) connecting 
the High Street to Lansdown Place and Friars 
Walk; 

• Listed War Memorial, junction of Market 
Street and High Street, on the site of the 
former St Nicholas Church, home of Gabriel, 
the town bell; 

• Blocked up former wine cellars at the back 

of Steamer Trading.


ISSUES 

• Large modern buildings have impinged on the 
streetscene (Baptist Church Hall,Area Health 
Building in North Street, the timber yard by 
the river,Waitrose, the Bus Station,Albion 
House and the offices of the Express 
Newspaper (both in the High Street), and the 
Magistrates’ Court and the offices for the local 
Ambulance Services (both in Friars Walk); 

• The timber merchants facing the river utilises 
unattractive buildings of no merit; 

• Little historic paving has survived – most of

the pavements are covered in concrete or

modern clay paviors, often poorly repaired;


• Poor quality car parking (North Street, Little

East Street).
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7.3 AREA 3 : LEWES CASTLE AND MIDDLE HIGH STREET 

PRINCIPAL FEATURES 

• Surviving Saxon street plan, including twittens; 
• Norman castle and gatehouse, 14th century 

barbican; 
• Castle precincts with some 14th century walls; 
• Curved boundaries (e.g. Castle Ditch Lane) 

relate to the early 12th century layout of the 
castle and its bailey; 

• Three boundaries of Area 3 are defined by 
the line of the medieval town walls (some of 
which remain); 

• The High Street, with its lines of listed buildings 
dating from the 13th century onwards; 

• St Michael’s Church, a 13th century flint 
building with a circular spire; 

• Other significant buildings: Crown Court, 
Castle Place (Amon Wilds for Thomas Read 
Kemp, c1812),Westgate Chapel and Bull 
House (High Street), and Pelham House (St 
Andrew’s Lane); 

• High flint walls, particularly along Paine’s 
Twitten and Green Lane; 

• Hidden gardens on south slopes, concealing 
some 20th century development; 

• Domination of Lewes castle in views into the 
area; 

• Former town walls facing Southover Road 
provide views over Southover Grange and 
beyond. 

Lewes Castle 

LOCATION 

This area covers the historic core of Lewes, lying 
totally within the Saxon settlement, and centred 
on the High Street and Norman castle.The area 
is defined to the north, west and south by the line 

of the medieval town walls, some of which remain 
and are listed, though of concern is their poor 
state of repair.To the east, the Saxon town wall 
probably crossed School Hill, slightly outside the 
eastern boundary of Area 3. 

SUMMARY HISTORY 

• Core of Saxon town established in the 9th 
century when some streets and twittens laid 
out; 

• Norman castle and gatehouse built in c1100

for William de Warenne;


• 12th century onwards – Lewes develops as 
important market town, with a market at the 
end of High Street; 

• 13th century – first build of St Michael’s 

parish church;


• Barbican and precinct walls built in early 14th 
century for John de Warenne; 

• Several timber framed buildings of the 15th 

to 17th centuries remain in the High Street

(including nos. 174/175, Bull House, Barbican

House, and the White Hart Inn);


• Prestigious houses built in the 16th, 17th and 
18th centuries for the nobility, such as 
Newcastle House in the High Street and 
Pelham House off St Andrew’s Lane; 

• Market Hall located at eastern end of High

Street between 1564 and 1793;


• 16th century – demolition of St Andrew’s

Church, which was located at the top of St

Andrew’s Lane;


• 18th century bowling green; 
• Further houses built in the 18th and early 19th 

centuries such as Brack Mound House; 
• Mid-19th century – tunnel built underneath


the hill for the railway;

• Late 19th century – Corn Exchange and 

Assembly Rooms built facing Fisher Street as 
part of the Town Hall development of 1893; 

• 20th century – further infill development in

the large gardens facing south.


USES 

This is a very mixed use area with shops, offices 
and family houses all located in the High Street. 
There are a number of small specialist shops 
selling jewellery, clothes and food. Reeves 
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Castlegate House 

Photographers is one of Lewes’ oldest businesses 
and possibly the oldest surviving such business in 
the country, located at no. 159/160 High Street. 
Mr Reeves holds a superb collection of historic 
photographs of Lewes and its environs. 
Workshops for small businesses can be rented in 
the Star Brewery in Fisher Street and in The 
Needlemakers.The Crown Court dominates the 
eastern end of the High Street, and some of the 
surrounding buildings contain offices for lawyers 
and associated businesses. 

To the south of the High Street, residential uses 
predominate, and family houses can also be found 
in the castle precincts.To the north, the castle 
and Barbican House (with its museum) are all 
owned by the Sussex Archaeological Society 
(SAS), providing a popular venue for the many 
tourists who visit Lewes each year.The County 
Record Office (The Maltings), which is located on 
the northern edge of the precinct, is another 
important local facility.This building retains the 
roundels associated with the original use which 
could be used for display or exhibition purposes. 

TOPOGRAPHY 

The topography of Area 3 is dramatic.The High 
Street follows a flat ridge of the Downs with a 
steep hill dropping down to the north-west and 

St Martin’s Lane 

north beyond the castle precinct, facing The 
Wallands and the road to Offham.To the south, a 
similar hill cascades down a series of almost 
parallel streets and twittens to Southover. Lewes 
castle sits on top of an artificial mound, with a 
similar though lower hillock to the north-east 
(Brack Mount) providing views across the Ouse 
valley.The castle is the most important focal point 
for the whole town, only slightly eclipsed by 
County Hall (1968), a concrete framed building of 
no architectural merit, regrettably located further 
westwards but on the same ridge. 

TOWNSCAPE 

Area 3 is notable for the survival of the early 
lanes or twittens between Southover and the 
High Street, and the dominance of the castle 
mound and the surrounding precinct.Area 3 has 
three distinctive character sub-areas provided by 
the castle and its precincts, the High Street, and 
the residential area to the south.The castle 
precincts are dominated by Lewes castle, on a tall 
man-made mound, which is largely surrounded by 
open green spaces.These spaces are not 
accessible to the public apart from the garden 
entrance off Castle Gate, occasionally used for 
open-air theatre and other events in the summer. 
Views from Castle Gate of the castle in one 
direction, and the barbican, with the gatehouse 
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High Street looking east 

beyond, in the other, are notable.The bowling 
green is contained by low flint walls, which allow 
views over the green, which is only open to club 
members. However, there is a well used small 
public open space to the north, overlooking The 
Wallands, complete with seating and trees.A 
number of prestigious family houses are located 
within the castle precincts: Castlegate House, 
Castle Lodge, Castle Precincts, and Castle 
Precincts Cottages.To the north, Brack Mount is 
also owned by the SAS but is not open to the 
public. Brack Mound House (1791 and 1814) is a 
pretty, tile-hung house enviably located between 
Brack Mount and The Maltings. Beyond, leading 
down the hill towards the Offham Road, Castle 
Banks contains a number of small terraced 
cottages including the chalk-built former parish 
workhouse of St John sub Castro. 

The High Street forms the core of the area, 
widening at the junction with Station Street and 
Fisher Street, where once there was a Market and 
Shire Hall.The Law Courts take up a substantial 
plot on the north side of the street at this point. 
The street is lined with listed buildings, usually on 
a domestic scale as the majority were built as 
family houses. Because of their varied building 
dates, with some dating to the 14th or 15th 
centuries, they are similarly varied in terms of 
form and materials. However, generally they do 

not have any front gardens or front areas, sitting 
tight on the back of the pavement with the 
occasional shallow front boundary created by 
decorative cast iron railings. Excellent views of 
these buildings and their back gardens can be 
seen from the castle, with an interesting 
roofscape created by the long tile-covered roofs, 
some of which stretch back some distance from 
the road. 

To the south of the High Street, narrow openings 
punctuate the continuous groups of historic 
buildings, some of them extremely small (Bull 
Lane, St Swithun’s Lane, St Martin’s Lane, and 
Watergate Lane) and these continue down the 
hill towards Southover Road. Paine’s Twitten and 
Green Lane are notable ancient pedestrian 
walkways which lie on either side of St Swithun’s 
Terrace, developed in 1906-7 in the grounds of 
no. 82 High Street and enjoying dramatic views 
towards the sea and Newhaven. 

The area contains an outstanding variety of high 
quality listed buildings, ranging from the Norman 
castle to a 13th century church (St Michaels) and 
the Crown Court complex (1812, extended in 
1899 and 1929). Less prestigious buildings nestle 
between Brack Mount and the High Street, 
referring back to Lewes’ industrial past: the 
County Record Office, a former maltings; the Star 
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Needlemakers 

Gallery and Workshops, a former brewery; the 
Needlemakers, off West Street, a former factory; 
and a number of hotels and public houses. 

The earliest buildings are the flint, stone and 
clunch buildings of Lewes castle, its gatehouse and 
the barbican.There are also a number of timber-
framed properties, such as Bull House (15th 
century), Barbican House (16th century) and nos. 
74-75 High Street (Hugh Rae), with a 15th 
century lancet window. St Michael’s Church was 
refronted in 1748 using small square pieces of 
flint, although its 14th century circular tower 
remains, now roofed in timber shingles.A Gothic 
Revival hall of 1881 sits next to the church hall, 
notable for its large circular ‘Town’ clock, 
regrettably now no longer functioning.Along the 
High Street, 18th and 19th century fronts are 
either faced in mathematical tiles (Bartholomew 
House, no.1 Castle Gate of 1821 is the finest 
example of black M tiles in Lewes), or in painted 
brick or render. Roofs are almost invariably 
covered in handmade clay tiles or Welsh slate, 
often partially hidden by parapets. 

The largest and most prestigious building in the 
High Street is the Crown Court building, 
constructed as an assize court and county hall in 
1808-1812 to the designs of the octogenarian 
John Johnson of Leicester.The Coade stone 
figures of Wisdom, Justice and Mercy mirror 
those on his courts in Chelmsford. Immediately 
next door, Newcastle House was refaced in 

Portland stone by Sir Reginald Blomfield in 1920s 
and now forms part of the same complex. 

Facing Fisher Street, the Corn Exchange and 
Assembly Rooms (1893) are less imposing due to 
their position on a narrow street. Further offices 
for the Council, built for the Borough Council in 
1913, have a mock-Tudor front decorated with 
Sussex rural scenes.The former Beards Brewery, 
now the Star Art Gallery and Workshops, is 

Council Offices in Fisher Street 
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located in a simple late 18th century building of 
painted brick, with occasional casement windows 
and a steeply pitched tiled roof. Of note are the 
three deep wells beneath the building, presumably 
used to extract water for beer-making. 

On the western edge of Area 3, located above the 
Town Wall, the remains of a 19th century public 
corn mill have now been converted into a house. 
The Round House in Pipe Passage was built in 
1802 on land owned by Lord Pelham for the 
benefit of the poor to ensure “a genuine meal 
without the fear of adulteration”.The project had 
first been discussed in 1800 but the Duke of 
Norfolk had refused permission to build on Brack 
Mount so a second site had to be found.The 
remains of the mill were bought by Virginia Woolf 
for £300 in 1919 but sold on before the 
conveyance was finalised. 

St Swithun’s Terrace, built in 1906-7, is a long 
street lined with identical mock-Tudor houses 
with sash windows and canted bays. Machine-
made tiles are used for the roof.The Brewers 
Arms Public House facing Bull House in the High 

The Round House 

Street is another strong composition in the same 
idiom, and is dated 1905. Otherwise the 
remaining buildings on the southern slopes are 
largely Post-War and of no special merit. 

LOCAL FEATURES 

• Horse trough at the bottom of Watergate

Lane;


• Historic paving, mainly clay paviors, in a few

locations (see Townscape Appraisal map);


• Bowling green in castle precincts, with its 

18th century pavilion;


• Plaque to Thomas Paine on the front of Bull 
House, High Street. 

ISSUES 

• Poor quality 20th century development in 
various places e.g. New development in St 
Martin’s Lane has erased historic boundaries; 
large extensions to the White Hart Hotel are 
also somewhat dominant in views from 
Station Street; 

• Vandalised interpretation panels of the Battle 
of Lewes in Castle Precincts; 

• Need for repairs to the Town Clock; 
• Poor quality paving and inappropriate repairs. 

St Swithins Terrace Lewes Arms Public House 
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7.4 AREA 4 : UPPER HIGH STREET AND WESTERN ROAD 

PRINCIPAL FEATURES 

• Long, curving High Street, lined with closely

packed listed buildings;


• St Anne’s Church, the 15th Century Bookshop 
(no. 100 High Street) and Shelley’s Hotel the 
most important historic buildings; 

• A number of good quality listed houses near

Westgate;


• Large gardens hidden from the public

viewpoint;


• Rotten Row has more spacious plots with

good quality 19th century detached houses

and relatively unobtrusive modern infill;


• To west of St Anne’s Church, development is

mainly 19th century;


• Long terraces face Western Road; 
• St Anne’s Crescent has a mixture of terraced 

houses and paired Italianate villas; 
• Hilltop location provides attractive views


southwards towards Newhaven and the sea;

• Proximity of County Hall creates traffic and


blights views across Lewes.


LOCATION 

Area 3 is located on the top of the South Downs 
between the western boundary of the Saxon 
town and the crossroads outside Lewes Prison.To 
the south is the large site of County Hall and the 
adjoining cemetery facing the valley of the 
Winterbourne stream.To the north, the hill drops 
down to the late 19th century suburb of The 
Wallands and the 1950s Abergavenny Estate, built 
on the site of the Lewes Union workhouse. 

Listed buildings on the north side of the High Street 

SUMMARY HISTORY 

• Rotten Row may be part of a Roman route; 
• Evidence for pre-Conquest settlement around 

St Anne’s Church; 
• St Anne’s Church originally dedicated to St 

Mary and retains its 12th century nave, south 
chapel and tower; 

• St Nicholas’ Hospital (located on Spital Road 
triangle) reputedly founded by William de 
Warenne as almshouses in the 11th century; 

• Shelleys Hotel built in the early 16th century 
when it was called the Vine Inn; 

• 15th-17th centuries – timber-framed buildings 
built facing the High Street of which the 
following remain:The 15th century 
Bookshop(no.100),Antioch House (no. 104), 
and Millers (no. 134); 

• 1538 St Peter’s Church demolished (site of 
Trevor House); 

• 1732 – Duke of Newcastle buys the Pelham 
Arms Public House; 

• 18th and early 19th centuries – prestigious 
houses built for the gentry e.g. nos. 137-142 
(consec.), St Anne’s House (no. 111) and 
Trevor House (no. 110); 

• 1780s – the medieval West Gate is demolished, 
and shortly afterwards some of the stone used 
to build Westgate House (no. 93 High Street); 

• Keere Street has some timber-framed 
buildings but most of the houses date to the 
18th or 19th centuries; 

• Lewes prison built in 1850-3 by architect D R 
Hill (just outside CA boundary); 

• Western Road – some properties early 19th 
century but mainly developed from the 1860s 
after Lewes prison was built; 

• St Anne’s Crescent built from 1850 onwards; 
• Nos. 129-133 and St Peter’s Place built by the 

Abergavenny Estate in 1868; 
• 1870s onwards – large houses built facing 

Rotten Row with spacious gardens; 
• 1968 – County Hall complex built to south of 

St Anne’s Church, resulting in the demolition 
of part of one Victorian villa to create the 
access of St Anne’s Crescent; 

• Further temporary County Council buildings 
off St Anne’s Crescent demolished in recent 
years to create more car parking. 
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Westgate House, High Street 

USES 

Area 4 is primarily in residential use.There are a 
few small shops in the terraced properties close 
to Westgate and further along the High Street, 
beyond St Anne’s Church.There are two churches, 
St Anne’s and the Roman Catholic Church of St 
Pancras.A number of hotels or public houses are 
located in Area 4: Shelley’s Hotel, the Pelham Arms, 
and the Black Horse. St Anne’s House and The 
Croft, both to the south of the High Street, are 
used as offices, the latter for the County Council. 
St Nicholas Day Centre on the Spital triangle is 
an important local facility. Lewes Grammar school 
occupies a number of listed buildings on the 
north side of the High Street opposite the 
entrance to Rotten Row. Several buildings in St 
Anne’s Crescent, which were in use as offices by 
the County Council, have recently been 
converted back into residential accommodation. 
Next to County Hall,The Croft, built in 1898 for 
John Henry Every by Samuel Denman, architect 
and Edward Hammond, builder, is stunning, with 
Jacobethan details and much stained glass. 

TOPOGRAPHY 

High Street rises gently from Westgate towards 
St Anne’s Church with very attractive views 
southwards from the churchyard. Once St Anne’s 
Church is reached, the road is level, although to 

St Anne’s Church 

either side there are steep hills, providing further 
extensive views. Keere Street provides a dramatic 
and very steep slope down to Southover, in 
comparison to Rotten Row, which drops more 
gently towards the valley of the Winterbourne. 

TOWNSCAPE 

Area 4 divides into four sub-areas in terms of 
townscape: the wide, hilly section of the High 
Street between Westgate and St Anne’s Church; 
Keere Street; Rotten Row; and Western Road 
with St Anne’s Crescent. 

The best quality townscape lies between the 
former site of the Westgate and St Anne’s 
Church.The road narrows at the entrance to the 
Saxon town, referred to locally as ‘The 
Bottleneck’, then widens towards St Anne’s 
Church.The rise in level, and the short dumpy 
spire of St Anne’s Church, are the most important 
features.To either side, long rows of varied two 
or three storey townhouses, many faced in 
squared flints, provide an attractive variety. 
Unusually, one of the Grammar School buildings 
(no. 137) has Gothic windows and doors, but 
more usually, the details are Georgian. St Anne’s 
House (no. 111) is probably the best example of a 
mid-18th century façade. Many of these 
properties have large walled gardens, generally 
well concealed from the public viewpoint. 
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St Anne’s Crescent 

At the side of the churchyard, a long narrow 
twitten (Church Lane) connects the High Street 
to Rotten Row. 

Keere Street contains a number of long terraces 
of mainly two storey houses, usually rendered and 
painted, or faced in knapped flint.The street retains 
its early 19th century stone and flint paving with 
views between the houses of the back gardens on 
the east side of the street which lead up to the 
town walls above.Views down and up Keere 
Street are significant, especially to the south where 
Southover Grange forms an important stop. 

Rotten Row is notable for its tall flint walls, 
especially along the north side; for the detached 
or paired brown brick houses, with Italianate 
details, which lie in spacious gardens to the south 

Italianate houses in Rotten Row 

of the road; and for the survival of attractive 
stone and brick crossovers, leading into these 
properties.Antioch Lodge is a pretty late 
Victorian Gothic building which is important in 
views from the west.A certain amount of infill 
development has taken place since the 1930s, 
some of it highly visible but generally of little 
visual impact because of the high boundary walls, 
generous plot sizes, and mature planting. 

St Anne’s Crescent is a pleasant residential street 
lined on the north side by a long terrace of three 
storey houses built from 1867 onwards on land 
owned by the Langridge family.The buildings are 
faced in painted render with tall canted bays. 
Further to the east, two pairs of red brick and 
tiled houses date to the late-19th century. On the 
south side of the road, eight detached or semi
detached villas sit back from the road with long 
gardens stretching southwards to the cemetery. 
A gap in the group was created in 1968 by the 
County Council who demolished half of the last 
building in the row to allow access to their site 
from St Anne’s Crescent, and another gap lies 
further along St Anne’s Crescent, where there is 
a car park. 

Western Road curves noticeably and is lined with 
long terraces of mainly three storey grey and red 
brick buildings.The St Nicholas Day Centre is a 
large building of the early 20th century, somewhat 
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altered in recent years by a substantial extension. 
Busy traffic, as this is the main route out of Lewes 
towards Brighton, can be obtrusive. St Anne’s 
Crescent is quieter although some noise from the 
Lewes by-pass to the south of the town is usually 
heard. 

LOCAL FEATURES 

• Sign of the former White Lion Inn,Westgate 
Street (needs to have the missing tail restored); 

• Milestone on front elevation of the 15th

Century Bookshop;


• Listed lamp post at southern end of Keere

Street;


• Good quality street paving in Keere Street, on 
the High Street/Rotten Row junction, and 
along the High Street from Westgate as far as 
St Anne’s Church; 

• Stone and brick crossovers in Rotten Row; 
• High flint walls in Rotten Row; 
• Abergavenny coat of arms on buildings 


fronting St Peter’s Place;

• Cast iron grave markers in St Anne’s


Churchyard;

• Greenwich Meridian Line in Western Road; 

ISSUES 

• Poor quality repairs to the historic street 
surface in Keere Street; 

• Litter and loss of flint walling along Church 
Lane; 

• Poor maintenance of the public owned land at 
the junction of Rotten Row and St Pancras 
Road, and the bank on the north side of 
Grange Road where it meets Keere Street; 

• Loss of front gardens on the north side of St 
Anne’s Crescent for car parking; 

• Traffic generation caused by County Council 
staff in the upper High Street/St Anne’s 
Crescent area; 

• Gap created by Council car park on south 
side of St Anne’s Crescent; 

• Busy traffic along the High Street and Western 
Road; 

• Traffic noise from Lewes by-pass; 
• Water Board reservoir at western end of St 

Anne’s Crescent/High Street (the reservoir 
has been there since the 1820s and was the 
site of Ingersoll’s mill, which was a feature of 
the battle of Lewes). 

Western Road 
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7.5 AREA 5 : THE PELLS AND WEST STREET 

Sun Street 

PRINCIPAL FEATURES 

• North-east facing slope with views to Mount 
Harry and Ashdown Forest; 

• Residential suburb with early and late 19th 
century development; 

• Sun Street the most complete historic street, 
with rows of varied early 19th century houses; 

• Artisan housing of the late 19th century in 
The Pells area; 

• St John-sub-Castro, and its hidden churchyard, 
the principal historic building; 

• On the church wall, an inscription to Magnus, 
a Danish prince, resited from the previous 
church; 

• Built-up area overlooks the nature reserve 
and the Pells ponds; 

• Green Wall is an important local land mark; 
• Pells Pool the country’s first public swimming 

pool. 

St John’s Hill 

LOCATION 

This area lies to the north of the castle and Brack 
Mount, partly within the Saxon town and the 
medieval town walls. Pelham Terrace,Toronto 
Terrace,Talbot Terrace and St John’s Terrace lie 
outside the line of the town walls.The western 
boundary is formed by the railway cutting, the 
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