
Destination Update 
              
       VisitEastbourne
• BBC South East Today filmed their programme with a live broadcast from Eastbourne seafront on 6 

July, albeit with reduced airtime due to breaking news from Downing Street!
• Visit Eastbourne have been supporting Feastival Events to generate coverage for the brand new 

E-Festival, taking place from 29 – 31 July, successfully securing a BBC interview with Toploader to 
further promote the event.

• The Visit Eastbourne Gift Voucher Shop, in partnership with the EHA, has had a successful campaign 
throughout July promoting gift vouchers for local experiences as end of year ‘Thank You’ gifts for 
teachers. The social media campaign generated over 109,000 impressions with parents in the 
local area and as a result experienced an uplift in sales. If you are interested in being part of the gift 
voucher shop, please email emily.barnes@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk for further information.

• July saw the Stephen Mulhern fronted ITV show ‘In for a Penny’ filming across Eastbourne’s town 
centre and seafront. The programme features a number of fun games that members of the public 
play to win cash prizes!

• Eastbourne has been featured as one of only six towns in Conde Nast Traveller’s list of ‘The Best 
Seaside Towns in England’. With the feature including their favourite things to do, see and where to 
stay, read the full article https://www.cntraveller.com/gallery/best-seaside-towns-england.

• iNews ran a feature in July which included Eastbourne within their round-up of the best value 
seaside resorts in the UK, with Eastbourne being ranked the 4th cheapest based on prices for 
typical purchases during a trip to the seaside including an overnight stay, a portion of fish and chips and an ice cream. Read the 
full feature https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/the-uks-cheapest-beach-resorts-revealed-1719134 

• Visit Eastbourne organised a press visit for Coast magazine in July, featuring the Grand, Towner Eastbourne, Rathfinny Wine 
Estate, Cadence Cycle Club and a visit to the Beachy Head Story.

• In more PR related news, Airbourne is set to feature in The Mirror’s upcoming ‘Summer Free Days Out’ feature!
• Looking ahead to next year, a lead generation campaign is currently running with Catalink to capitalise on the increased interest 

in 2023 bookings.
• The team have been busy designing exclusive posters for the Airbourne Supporters and Airbear 

membership packs and artwork for various merchandise that’s on offer for the airshow to include 
stickers, t-shirts,beach towels, pin badges, kids toys and posters. We have also been creating new banner 
designs for businesses that have needed help with their artwork to promote themselves at the event. 

• Work has begun on a new social media reel to promote the DQ Cafe on Instagram but are waiting for 
sunnier weather to film some outside shots! 

• Additional members of the team have been licensed and trained to use the drone which will help 
capture some new picturesque images of Eastbourne.

• The team have also been designing lamppost banners for the Walking Festival which are now on display throughout Eastbourne. 
 
Events

• With less than a month to go, The Airbourne souvenir programme has arrived and our Visitor Services staff are working hard 
distributing all of the programmes to our pre-sale customers. The accompanying flying times will be available to collect hot off 
the press, only for programme holders, on each day of the show. The programme includes the chance to win a limited edition 
Citizen Red Arrows Skyhawk A-T watch, courtesy of W. Bruford the Jewellers, as well as discount vouchers to local businesses. To 
register interest in programme selling at the show or selling via your own outlets, contact Seafront@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk 

• Airbourne hospitality has sold out in record time and the new grandstand seating is doing really well. Due to popular demand an 
extra grandstand has been added and some days are nearly sold out. 
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• A number of Airbourne business packages are still available including on site banners, trade 
space, big screen adverts, radio advertising and sponsorship of the daily flying schedule.  
Contact promotions@eastbourne.gov.uk for more details.

• Airshow membership packages are selling fast, with AirBear Club members now booking 
their slots to exclusively meet Ace & Aimee AirBear in a pre-opening time slot. The team are 
eagerly preparing membership goodies including the chance to win a Pilot’s signed T-Shirt for 
Premium Members.

• The showground will open from 12pm each day with flying from 1pm Thursday, 12.30pm 
Friday, 1.45pm Saturday and 1pm Sunday.  The Red Arrows will perform every day at 4.30pm 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday and at 1.50pm on Sunday. New for 2022 is the Hawker Fury 
FB.11, most recently announced to be displaying from Friday to Sunday.

• Airbourne fireworks will return on Sunday 21 August at 9pm, sponsored by the Eastbourne Hospitality Association.  
• Beach Life returned to The Western Lawns 16th & 17th July for another successful year featuring local talent on stage with a 

non-stop schedule providing the soundtrack to the weekend, as well as street food stalls & annual Roller Derby, Paddleboard 
competitions & Water sports taster sessions on the Eastern Seafront.

• The first E-Festival takes place from 29 - 31 July with Toploader headlining the bill, that also includes Craig Charles Funk & 
Soul Club and Symphonic Ibiza. The event includes a ticketed music festival on the Western Lawns, and free events on the 
Wish Tower Slopes and Princes Park showcasing sustainable living. 
 
Seafront

• The Pop Up Park has returned to Victoria Place! Following the success of last year’s park, 
head to the seafront end of Terminus Road from now until 30 August for live music, health 
& fitness sessions, family fun activities and more. With plenty of spaces to eat, shop and 
enjoy, it’s the perfect place to soak up the sun this summer! 
 
Sovereign Centre

• Summer is in full swing at The Sovereign Centre, with a fun packed schedule of holiday 
activities to keep the whole family entertained whatever the weather.  The Fun Pool is 
running bookable sessions every day, with the wave and flume in operation for the 11:30 
session onwards daily.  The Big Wave session is running every Friday where the waves and 
tunes are turned up high!  Sovey Tumblers soft play is available for those aged under 8 
including the amazing giant bouncy castle.  

• Intensive swimming lessons are running throughout the holidays with a range of levels 
available for all abilities of children from ages 4-15.  For older kids and adults there is the 
Aqua Challenge Inflatable Assault course, plus the café is available every day serving a 
variety of hot and cold food and drinks.  For full information on all the great summer activities at The Sovereign Centre visit  
www.eastbourneleisure.co.uk/holidays 
 
Heritage

• There’s a lot to see and do at the Beachy Head Story this August. With fossil workshops every Monday, History Club on 
Tuesdays and Landscape Photography family workshops every Wednesday! Join us for Fossil Workshops, build a life size 
ichthyosaur, hold genuine 100 million year old fossils, make your own fossil guide and much more each Monday from 
10.45am – 12pm. Suitable for ages 6 – 12 Tickets £2.50 Booking essential. 
History Club runs from 10.30 – 12pm each Tuesday where there will be a chance to get hands on with real  
objects uncovered in Eastbourne, explore the mysteries of the Stone Age, find out more about Eastbourne’s incredibly rare 
Bronze age sites and join the Romans to find out why we had a ginormous Roman Villa on the  
seafront. We’ll delve into the stories of the Saxons and reveal what some of Eastbourne’s Saxon ancestors looked like, then 
travel back in time to Tudor Eastbourne to examine some truly terrible medicine.

• Starting in the Stone Age, each week will take us further through time through the Bronze Age, Romans, Saxons  
and Tudors. Each History Club session is suitable for six-12-year olds and tickets for the 90-minute sessions are £2.50. 
Booking is essential.

• On Wednesdays during August from 11am-1pm, there are Landscape Photography family workshops. Professional 
photographer Maxine Monaghan will walk those attending through the techniques to capture stunning imagery using phone, 
record images that tell the story of individual’s journey through the landscape and edit photos. No experience is required; all 
that is needed is a mobile phone. Family tickets are priced at £5 which includes one adult and one child.  
 



• There’s another chance to create some amazing on our graffiti wall on 10th & 16th August. Get inspiration  
from the stories of Eastbourne and have a closer look at some of the incredible archaeology found here in a  
drop-in workshop at The Beachy Head Story then create an image on the graffiti wall. No booking is required,  
just turn up between 12pm and 2pm.

• Culture and Conversations returns on 27th August with Behind the Seams. Join Katherine Buckland to journey  
through Eastbourne’s fashion history and unravel the stories behind the style. Explore how the clothes people wore and  
the fashion choices they made can give us clues about who they were and who they were not. You really are what you wear! 
Tickets £5. Take your ticket to the DQ Cafe to get a hot drink and cake for £4. For further information and booking visit  
www.visiteastbourne.com/heritage/whats-on/all-events  
 
Conferences

• The Conference team have been busy securing new business for our fantastic venues alongside looking forward  
to welcoming old friends back to the site. Over the next few weeks, we will be delighted to welcome back the English Bridge 
Union for their annual tournament. They will also be hosting the International Brotherhood of Magicians conference again after 
a 3 year hiatus. 

• They have also secured new business with Hastings Direct and the Independent Schools Association. 
 
Eastbourne Theatres

• The latest brochure from Eastbourne Theatres covering the Autumn Season (Sept – end of 
December 2022) is out week of 1st August and will land on doorsteps from the same time for 
all who are signed up to the mailing list. You can also pick up a copy from the usual outlets 
around Eastbourne and of course, from the theatre venues themselves. All new shows will be 
on-sale from Monday 1st August.

• Eastbourne Theatres big summer production Around the World in 80 Days is well into 
rehearsals now and opens at the Devonshire Park Theatre 5th – 23 August. Don’t miss this 
summer’s greatest Theatre Adventure! More information about this madcap fantastic funny 
family show here  https://www.eastbournetheatres.co.uk/events/aroundtheworldin80days 
 
Eastbourne Downs Golf Course

• Eastbourne Downs are looking forward to welcoming members of the public to a special 
Airbourne BBQ on the 20 August where you can catch a birds eye view of the planes. BBQ food will be served between 12-4pm 
on the Saturday although the clubhouse will be open throughout the whole 4 days of the airshow for food between 8.30am - 
3pm. 
 
Towner

• Family Film at Towner Cinema: This new offer for families at Towner Cinema is just in time for the summer holidays! Every 
Wednesday and Sunday in August at 10.30am, Towner Cinema will show a shorter animated feature with tickets at only £3.00. 
Every week, a new and unique film will be screening, but each has been selected for its captivating art style, uplifting message 
and powerful story.

• Family Film begins on 3 August with The Red Turtle (PG), an adventure in colour and sound with no dialogue that still manages to 
master the peaks and valleys of a simple, parabolic story about acceptance. Explore the purposefully quiet and visually absorbing 
world of a man stranded on a desert island and his growing connection to the mysterious titular red turtle. Family Film will also 
include: The Breadwinner (12a), When Marnie Was There (U), Wolfwalkers (PG). Visit townereastbourne.org.uk/cinema

•  Lucy Wertheim: A Life in Art & Reuniting the Twenties Group, 11 June to 25 September. A Life in Art & Reuniting the 
Twenties Group shine a light on the pioneering female gallerist Lucy Wertheim and the celebrated young artists she supported in 
her gallery, from its opening in 1930 until its closure at the outbreak of World War II in September 1939.

• These two complementary shows, presented simultaneously across Towner Eastbourne’s top floor galleries, showcase 
Wertheim’s vast contribution to mid-20th century modern art. Works from her collection have been reunited to tell her story 
and those of the artists that she fervently championed. Over 150 works can be seen across both exhibitions. Tickets are available 
now. Towner Members go free! Visit townereastbourne.org.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/lucy-wertheim.


