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Welcome to the spring 
2023 edition of DN, 
brought to you by 
Lewes District Council Hello

As this issue of DN went to print, the first of our 
transformed play areas was opened to the public.  
The Bell Lane play area in Lewes looks incredible 
and by the reaction of local children, they are pretty 
pleased too! We’re investing £400,000 in play areas 
across the district and are now consulting on two play 
areas in Seaford – page five has more information.

Making improvements to all our communities is 
central to why we became councillors in the first 
place and it’s why we are so excited about the 
progress being made on the health and wellbeing 
hub in the old Co-op building in Newhaven. The 
prospect of local GPs working alongside the team 
from Wave Leisure and within new, modern facilities, 
is one we cannot wait to see materialise.

While there is much to look forward to, dealing 
with the challenges of today remains our principal 
focus.  Supporting residents, particularly the most 
vulnerable, through the worst cost of living crisis in 
a generation is of paramount importance.  Over the 
past year, we have set up a crisis fund and grants 

programme, established Warm Spaces, introduced 
a 100% council tax reduction scheme and a fund for 
tenants facing severe financial hardship. 

Most recently, we limited the increase in council tax to 
an absolute minimum and organised and hosted the 
second Cost of Living Summit with partner groups 
and organisations.  Local people can be assured that 
we will continue to do all we can to help.

One person who never stops going above and 
beyond for residents is Debbie Twitchen. Everyone 
at Lewes District Council is delighted that this 
exemplary community champion was recognised 
with an MBE in the New Year Honours – huge 
congratulations to Debbie.

Finally, a reminder that Lewes district is going to the 
polls on 4th May and for the first time all voters will 
need to show photo identification. Pages eight and 
nine have all you need to know, so that you don’t miss 
out on having your say in the upcoming elections.

Councillor James MacCleary 
Leader of Lewes District Council 

Councillor Zoe Nicholson 
Deputy Leader of Lewes District Council

Councillor Chris Collier  
Cabinet Member for Performance & People
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“Congratulations to Debbie 
on this public recognition 
for her many years 
of voluntary work on 
behalf of those who 
most need help. She has 
an incredible community 
spirit and has been involved 
in so many projects, including years of 
tenant engagement work and running a 
food bank.”
Councillor Ruth O’Keeffe, Cabinet Member 
for Tourism and Devolution

Lewes District Council has congratulated Debbie 
Twitchen after being awarded an MBE in the New 
Year’s Honours for her outstanding activism and 
community work on behalf of residents.

Debbie has been Chair of the Tenants of Lewes 
District (TOLD), which represents all council tenants 
and leaseholders, since 2014, is chair of Landport 
Residents’ Association and has been running Landport 
Foodbank since 2012. Debbie is chair of Landport 
Community Hub and a trustee at Pippa’s Group, a 
charity which supports local children and families.

Debbie Twitchen said: “I firmly believe this award is 
for everyone who works in any voluntary capacity 
across the entire district. Anyone who knows me will 
be aware that medals from the establishment do not 
sit comfortably with me, however I am truly grateful 
that the work of the many voluntary and community 
groups and organisations in the district have been 
recognised in this way. 

“Their work is needed now more than ever, and I thank 
each and every person who offers up their time in 
support of others.”

Young people aged 14 to 25 are invited to join 
a new monthly group that connects members 
with the environment and take part in activities 
to improve it.

NatureLinks Youth Action Project meets from 
4pm to 6pm on the third Tuesday of every month 
at The Linklater Pavilion on the edge of Lewes 
Railway Land.

Book your place by texting 07579 852961 or email 
naturelinks@railwaylandproject.org

Improving the environment

Community 
volunteer 
awarded an MBE

Debbie Twitchen MBE
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Plans to redevelop and upgrade play areas 
are being rolled out across Lewes district in a 
£400,000 council programme over two years.

Residents and local children are being asked their 
views on what improvements they would like at 
nearby playgrounds ahead of work being carried out. 
A public consultation on The Peverells and Aquila 
Park in Seaford runs until March 31. Feedback from an 
earlier consultation for Landport Recreation Ground 
and De La Warr Green is currently being reviewed and 
this will inform what new equipment and facilities will 
be installed there in the autumn.

As part of the improvements at Landport, the council 
is looking at planting wildflower areas and enhancing 
biodiversity at both sites. The council is also planning 
to upgrade Landport’s skate park and bike track and a 

further consultation on this will be held later this year.

Additionally, people will be invited to take part in a 
consultation on improvements for Malling Recreation 
Ground in Lewes this summer.

Other play areas earmarked for upgrades or 
redevelopment include Downs Rec and Valley Dip Play 
Area in Seaford; Hillcrest Court in Newhaven; Cinquefoil 
Play Area in Peacehaven; Malling Recreation Ground 
in Lewes; Longpark Corner in Ditchling; and The 
Martlets in South Chailey. The play area in Bell Lane, 
Lewes (pictured) is the first to be revamped under the 
programme.  

Visit makingadifferenceinlewesdistrict.com 
to learn about the far-reaching programme of 
community projects we are making happen.

“We are driving ahead with plans to upgrade and replace play 
facilities across Lewes district in our commitment to making our 
area an even better place to live. Please get involved in our 
public consultations about your local play area to let us know 
the improvements you would like there.”

Councillor Julie Carr, Cabinet Member for Recycling, Waste and Open Spaces

Play area 
progress makes 
Lewes district 
‘an even better 
place to live’  

Bell Lane play area
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“When we set out our ambition for Lewes district to become carbon neutral 
by 2030, it was clear that a crucial part of achieving this would be 
supporting residents to switch to electric vehicles. 

“I am delighted our plans are coming to fruition and that we are 
substantially increasing the number of charging points for residents who 

are unable to do this at home, now and in the future.”

Councillor Matthew Bird, Cabinet Member for Sustainability

An electric charging point from Connected Kerb

Lewes District Council is installing 64 public 
charging points for electric vehicles in car 
parks across the district.

The council has signed a 15-year agreement with 
Connected Kerb, a leading UK electric vehicle 
infrastructure contractor, to provide and set up the 
charging points, as well as replace existing broken 
rapid charging units.

These will initially be replaced at Lower Place Car 
Park in Newhaven and Phoenix Causeway Car 
Park in Lewes.

Chris Pateman-Jones, CEO of Connected Kerb, said: 
“We are delighted to be working with Lewes District 
Council on this vitally important climate change project. 

Ensuring that areas such as Lewes district have long-
lasting, future-proofed EV charging infrastructure 
is essential to the UK’s aspirations to move to more 
sustainable forms of transport and meet its net zero 
targets.”

Work to install the 64 public charging points has 
begun and all will be completed this year.

If you can afford the initial financial outlay, choosing 
an electric car can help you save money in the long 
term and reduce your carbon footprint.

While the upfront cost of an electric vehicle can be 
higher than a petrol or diesel car, this is usually offset 
by lower running costs over the lifetime of the vehicle.

Council 
introduces more 
than 60 new 
electric vehicle 
charging points   

DN
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Cabinet councillors at Lewes District 
Council have approved the next stage of 
the Reimagining Newhaven Programme, 
incorporating Future High Street Funding, 
to transform part of Newhaven town centre 
into a health and wellbeing hub, including 
new GP services.

With the leases on two doctors’ surgeries coming 
to an end, the council is working closely with local 
GPs and NHS Sussex to secure new and long-term 
primary care services in the town centre.  

Work is advanced on the redevelopment of the 
old Co-op building in Newhaven Square and when 
complete, it will welcome a GP surgery that will 
integrate with health and wellbeing facilities run by 
Wave Leisure. The services will also complement 
the new creative and community offers being 
progressed as part of the Future High Streets Fund.

Following the decision on Thursday 2nd February 
by councillors, the plans will also include a second 
GP surgery in the neighbouring former Peacocks 
shop unit. Both surgeries together will also enhance 
services through the implementation of a new 
Primary Care Network.

The £6.5 million funding agreed at Cabinet will 
allow the council to deliver on its determination to 
fully support ongoing economic regeneration in 
Newhaven town centre – which will also include a 
multi-purpose public and events space on the upper 
decks of Dacre Road Car Park – and address the 
impact of inflation on labour and material costs since 
the inception of work on the ground.

Council ‘on 
target’ for 
health and 
wellbeing hub 
in Newhaven 

 “In addition to our 
transformative work to 
establish a new GP surgery 
in the Co-op building, we 
are now also going to create 
a second surgery in the unit 

previously used by Peacocks 
in Newhaven Square.

 “This news is a gamechanger for residents 
and the town’s doctors and surgery staff, 
at a time when primary care has never 
been under so much pressure. It fills me 
with immense pride to say that we are on 
target to give residents the modern and 
high-quality healthcare and wellbeing 
support they need and deserve.”

Councillor James MacCleary, Leader of Lewes District 
Council and local councillor for Newhaven South

March 2023
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Lewes district goes to the polls on 
Thursday 4th May, when there will be 
elections for Lewes District Council as 
well as town and parish councils.

These are held to elect councillors who determine 
how services are delivered in this area.

New rules introduced by the government will be in 
place, requiring all voters to show photo identification 

at polling stations for the first time.

For more information on which forms of photo ID will be 
accepted, visit: electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID

If you don’t have an accepted form of photo ID

If you don’t already have an accepted form 
of photo ID, or you’re not sure whether your 
photo ID still looks like you, you can apply for 
a free voter ID document, known as a Voter 
Authority Certificate. You can apply for this at: 
 voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk.

If you need any help with applying for a Voter 
Authority Certificate or want to request a paper 
application form, contact the council by email:  
electoral@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk 

Useful dates

The deadline to register to vote is Monday 17th April, 
postal vote applications must be received by 5pm on 

Voters need 
photo ID for 
May elections

• Passport
• Driving licence (including provisional licence)
• Blue badge
• Certain concessionary travel cards
• Identity card with PASS mark  

(Proof of Age Standards Scheme)
• Biometric Immigration document
• Defence identity card

• Certain national identity cards

Which forms of ID can be used to vote?

DN
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Tuesday 18th April, and proxy vote applications – where 
somebody votes on your behalf – by 5pm on Tuesday 
25th April. The deadline for new applications for Voter 
Authority Certificates is also 5pm on Tuesday, April 25.

Your councillors

Councillors are elected for a term of four years.

Lewes District Council has 41 councillors representing 
the 21 wards within the district. 

The political representation on Lewes District Council is:
• Conservative –18 councillors
• Liberal Democrats –9 councillors
• Green –8 councillors
• Labour –4 councillors

• Independent Group–2 councillors

Lewes District Council is currently a hung council, 
with no single political party having overall control. 
Instead, a Co-operative Alliance is in place, 
consisting of Liberal Democrats, Greens, Labour 

and a member from the Independent group.

Find your Lewes district ward councillor 
by searching your address or post code at: 
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/my-account/where-i-live

Within Lewes district, there are also several smaller 
town and parish areas, each with their own elected 
representatives whose numbers vary depending upon 
their size.

“Anyone who wants to 
have their say in the 
upcoming elections must 
be registered to vote. It 
only takes five minutes to 
register online at www.

gov.uk/register-to-vote. 
Please also check now that 

you have an accepted form of photo ID so 
you are ready to vote in May.”

Councillor Stephen Gauntlett,  
Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure

March 2023
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Lewes District Council is offering funds to 
residents on a low income who have missed 
out on the government’s £650 cost-of-
living payments. 

The ‘safety net’ payment is available to eligible 
residents in Lewes district who are struggling to 
keep warm, buy enough food or pay essential bills. 

To qualify, you must currently receive housing benefit 
or council tax reduction but not one of the means-
tested benefits that would qualify you for a cost-of-
living payment from the government. Alternatively 
you can claim if you do not receive a means-tested 
benefit but you have a low household income, as set 
out in the eligibility framework. 

The award is a one-off payment of £400, that will be 
paid alongside the latest Household Support Fund 
payment of £250. You only need to apply once to 
receive a payment of £650. The funding is limited 
and will be paid out on a first come, first served basis. 

Apply via the grants portal: grantapproval.co.uk 

Extra council support 

If you are struggling to pay your council tax or 

need to claim housing benefit, find out if you are 
eligible for help by visiting:  
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/council-tax-reduction 

Information on exceptional hardship payments 
for our most vulnerable residents is available at:  
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/EHP 

If you might get evicted, you could qualify 
for discretionary housing payments. Visit:  
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/DHP 

Help with food costs and utility bills for any form of 
fuel that is used for domestic heating, cooking or 
lighting is available through the Household Support 
Fund. To check whether you can apply, visit:  
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/HSF 

Financial support 
for residents on 
low incomes 

“We are doing everything 
we can to help people 
in Lewes district on 
low incomes through 
these very tough times. 
Please access the 

support available.”

Councillor Chris Collier, Cabinet 
Member for Performance and People

Cost of Living
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Council Leader James MacCleary and Deputy  
Leader Zoe Nicholson hosted the second Cost 
of Living Summit to help local people in need.

Partners from the voluntary, community, public and 
private sectors came together at Southover House in 
Lewes to update on partnership working and focus 
on further collaborative steps towards tackling cost of 
living issues in the district.

Councillors MacCleary and Nicholson gave an 
update on steps taken by the council to date as well 
as future actions before the summit heard from Ruby 
Makepeace-Somerville, of Lewes District Food 
Partnership, about Inequality Truth Hearing and 
Dignified Food Support. 

Nicki Myers, of Ovesco, provided an Ovesco and 
community energy update; Anna Scott of Kings 
Church, Lewes, spoke about the success of the Kings 
Church Warm Space; and Kerry Brown, of Lewes 
District Council, gave an update on the council’s second 
round of funding and grants for voluntary, community 
and not-for-profit organisations including town and 
parish councils and partnerships.

Attendees also shared ideas during a networking 
session and through questions and answers 
before the summit ended. Any other groups 
that would like to be involved can email: 
 costoflivinglewes@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

Second summit to 
tackle the cost of 
living crisis

“Now, more than ever, it is vital we continue to support the 
most vulnerable residents through this cost of living crisis 
– these are the worst economic conditions this generation 
has ever seen. We are working with many local groups and 
organisations to provide various types of help to those who 
need it most.”

Councillor Zoe Nicholson, Deputy Leader of Lewes District Council

March 2023
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If you are finding it difficult to afford food, local 
community food projects might be able to 
help. Contact Lewes District Citizens Advice 
(see page 15) to discuss your situation. 

They can give benefits, budgeting and debt advice 
while also offering support including a referral to your 
local food bank and they may be able to help with a 
fuel voucher. 

Community hubs, voluntary and community sector 
organisations and local authorities can also make 
referrals to food banks. Once your referral has been 

received by your local food bank, they will be in touch 
to arrange collection of emergency food parcels. 

If you would like to support your local food bank 
or community food hub, the best way to help is by 
contacting them directly to find out their specific 
needs (see opposite page).

Financial donations are often preferred so that 
products most in demand can be bought. There are 
also donation points at supermarkets across Lewes 
district including Morrisons in Seaford, Sainsbury’s 
and Lidl in Newhaven and Aldi in Lewes.

Help if you are 
struggling to 
afford food

“Increases in food prices are putting a massive strain on 
household budgets. If you cannot afford food then do reach 
out for help. With the huge rise in demand on food banks and 
food hubs due to the cost of living crisis, donations are always 
welcome from those who are able to help.”

Councillor Johnny Denis, Cabinet Member 
for Communities and Customers

Cost of Living

12



  

Food banks and community food hubs 

Some food banks require a referral and others can 
be contacted directly. 
 
Denton

Havens Food Cooperative  
Open every day, 365 days a year from 9am.  
2a Thompson Road, Denton, BN9 0RS. Surplus 
food, available for anyone to collect.  
Tel: 01273 918226. @: havensfoodcoop@gmail.com

Lewes 

Fitzjohns Food Bank  
Monday afternoons. Christ Church, Prince 
Edward’s Road, Lewes, BN7 1BL. Referral needed. 
Tel: 07395 156873. @: fitzjohnsfoodbank@gmail.com

Landport Food Bank  
Mondays 2 - 3pm. Tenants Resource Centre, 2a 
Horsfield Road, Lewes, BN7 2TA. Referral needed. 
Tel: 07793 953446. @: debbietwitchen@gmail.com 

Malling Food Bank  
Collection only, Mondays noon - 1pm.  
Kings Church, Unit 3, Brooks Road, Lewes, BN7 
2BY. Referral needed.  
Tel: 07724 5042531.  @: admin@mallingfoodbank.org

Lewes Community Fridge  
Saturdays, 10.30am - 12.30pm.   
2 Fisher Street, Lewes BN7 2DL  
transitiontownlewes.org/lewes-community-fridge-open/

Ringmer 

Ringmer Food Bank  
Mondays 11am - 12pm. Ringmer Village Hall, Ringmer 
Library, Lewes, BN8 5QH. Referral needed.  
Tel: 01273 812145.  @: gilliansal1947@gmail.com

 
Newhaven

Newhaven Baptist Church Food Bank 
Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30am - 12pm. Drop 
in, no referral needed. Newhaven Baptist Church, 
Church Hill, Newhaven, BN9 9NA.  
Tel: 07825 446711.  
@: jac.parson@newhavenbaptistchurch.co.uk

Newhaven Community Supermarket (SCDA)
Mondays 11am - 3pm. Pay as you feel. Denton 
Island Community Centre, Newhaven, BN9 9BA. 
Surplus food, membership required.  
Tel: 01273 516032.  
@: enquiries.info@sussexcommunity.org.uk 

Peacehaven 

Peacehaven Community Supermarket (SCDA) 
Thursdays 11am - 3pm. Pay as you feel. Kempton 
House Day Centre, Cavell Avenue, Peacehaven, 
BN10 7NJ. Surplus food, membership required.  
Tel: 01273 516032.  
@: enquiries.info@sussexcommunity.org.uk 

Seaford 

SEA Community Larder 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10am - 1pm. Old 
NatWest Bank, Clinton Place, Seaford. Surplus 
food, available for anyone to collect.  
Email: hello@seafuture.org 

Seahaven Storehouse Food Bank 
Thursdays 12 - 2pm. Seaford Community Church, 115 
- 117 Vale Road, Seaford, BN25 3HB. Referral needed.  
Tel: 07921 844930.  
@: seahavenstorehouse@gmail.com

*Information provided by Lewes District Food Partnership.

March 2023
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If you are at risk of your power being cut off 

Please seek help as soon as possible. Citizens 
Advice has an Extra Help Unit for people who are 
vulnerable or at risk of being disconnected by 
their energy provider. Referral is needed through 
the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 
223 1133. Visit ehu.org.uk for more information. 
Alternatively, contact your local Citizens Advice 
office for advice on your personal situation. 

Fuel vouchers 

If you are struggling financially and have a 
prepayment meter with less than £4 on it, and are 
not due a payment for a while, you can seek help. 
You can phone your utility company and ask for a 
fuel voucher – worth £49 for a family – which you 
can apply for twice a year. This does not have to be 
repaid. A PIN number is sent to your mobile phone. 
You show this at your top-up shop, along with your 
gas card or electricity key.

Energy Bill Support Scheme - Alternative Funding

Support is available if you are experiencing 
increased energy costs, but pay for energy as part 
of a larger charge, such as within your rent or as 
a service charge for the property you live in. Visit 
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/cost-of-living

Grants to help pay off your energy debts 

If you are in debt to your energy supplier, you might 
be able to get a grant from the British Gas Energy 
Trust, an independent charity, to help pay it off. Visit: 
britishgasenergytrust.org.uk 

Advice on reducing energy use at home 

The Energy Saving Trust offers help to save money 
on bills whilst also reducing your carbon footprint. 
Visit: energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home

The warm home check service is free and offers 
telephone advice as well as providing eligible 
households with a holistic home energy efficiency 
assessment. Visit: warmeastsussex.org.uk/
services-andsupport/winter-home-check-
service or phone: 0800 464 7307.

“With the rise in energy 
prices, paying bills has 
been a huge worry for 
many people. If you have 
energy debts or are at 
risk of having your power 

cut off, it’s best to get help 
sooner rather than later.”

Energy 
bill support

Councillor William Meyer, Cabinet Member for Housing

Cost of Living
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Citizens Advice provides free, confidential and 
impartial advice to anyone living, studying or 
working within Lewes district.

It provides information and advice which will help 
people resolve problems in areas such as:

• Benefits – help with all benefits, and it has 
a specialist Universal Credit adviser and 
benefits caseworkers

• Debt – generalist and specialist in-house 
money adviser to help with your debts

• Work – help with redundancy, unfair dismissal, 
grievances, flexible working and more

• Consumer – problems with your fuel bills, 
disputes with tradespeople

• Relationships – divorce, relationship 
breakdown, powers of attorney

• Housing – homelessness, eviction and 
tenancy problems

• Cost of living crisis – food bank referrals, 
emergency fuel vouchers, tailored household 
support grant advice

Due to exceptionally high demand at present, 
Lewes Citizens Advice is taking longer than usual 
to reply to enquiries and there is limited availability 
for appointments.

For information and to contact us visit our 
website www.lewesdistrictca.org.uk  
Telephone advice remains available on:  
0808 278 7892. Lines are open Monday to 
Friday 9am-5pm (not bank holidays) 

Opening hours 
Prior appointments only – No drop-in service 
available

 

 
Out-of-hours advice options: 

Website: www.lewesdistrictca.org.uk  
Telephone: 0808 278 7892  

Self-help website: citizensadvice.org.uk

Monday Seaford
37 Church Street 
BN25 1HG

10am - 3.30pm

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Newhaven
15-19 Chapel Street
BN9 9PN

10am - 3.30pm

Thursday Peacehaven
Meridian Centre
BN10 8BL

10am - 3.30pm

Friday Lewes
Southover House
BN7 1AB

10am - 3.30pm

Last Tuesday 
of the month

Telscombe Civic 
Centre

360 South Coast 
Road, BN10 7ES

Deans social club 
for senior citizens

10.30am – 12.30pm

Drop in information 
for club attendees

Lewes 
District
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Normal Collection Day        Revised Collection Day

Monday 3rd April No change to collection day
Tuesday 4th April  Monday 3rd April *
Wednesday 5th April  Tuesday 4th April *
Thursday 6th April  Wednesday 5th April *
Friday 7th April  Thursday 6th April *
Monday 10th April  Tuesday 11th April
Tuesday 11th April  Wednesday 12th April
Wednesday 12th April  Thursday 13th April
Thursday 13th April  Friday 14th April
Friday 14th April  Saturday 15th April
Monday 1st May  Tuesday 2nd May
Tuesday 2nd May  Wednesday 3rd May
Wednesday 3rd May  Thursday 4th May
Thursday 4th May  Friday 5th May
Friday 5th May  Tuesday 9th May
Monday 8th May  Wednesday 10th May
Tuesday 9th May  Thursday 11th May
Wednesday 10th May   Friday 12th May
Thursday 11th May  Saturday 13th May
Friday 12th May  Monday 15th May
Monday 15th May  Tuesday 16th May
Tuesday 16th May  Wednesday 17th May
Wednesday 17th May  Thursday 18th May
Thursday 18th May  Friday 19th May
Friday 19th May  Saturday 20th May
Monday 29th May  Tuesday 30th May
Tuesday 30th May  Wednesday 31st May
Wednesday 31st May  Thursday 1st June
Thursday 1st June  Friday 2nd June
Friday 2nd June  Saturday 3rd June

* If your bin is not collected leave it out for collection the following day. 

For recycling collection dates, check your kerbside
recycling calendar or visit  lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/waste 

Easter, May and Spring Bank Holiday 
Refuse and Food Waste Collections

  lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/district-news 
@LewesDC            LewesDistrictCouncil 


