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Hello

This year we continue to deliver on our commitment
to improve the lives of residents and enhance local
communities. Our wide-ranging initiatives include
helping those in most need, building new council
homes, providing first-rate facilities and services,
enabling the district to achieve a net zero future, and
much more.

We have been working hard with our partners East
Sussex County Council and Wave Active on a
rescue plan for Ringmer Swimming Pool and | am
really looking forward to seeing residents enjoying
this much-loved venue again.

| am also acutely aware of the impact the cost of
living crisis continues to have on our residents.
We are doing everything we can to help, and you
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can find a range of support and advice within
these pages.

Great strides are being made on providing much-
needed council housing for Lewes district residents
— we have developed a pipeline of over 250 council
properties since 2019. We are also driving ahead with
various regeneration projects, not least the exciting
redevelopments in Newhaven Square and on West
Beach promenade.

Finally, my thanks to the many people whotook partin
our recent phase one consultation on the Local Plan
to help shape the framework for future development
in Lewes district. | hope this strong engagement will
be carried through into the second phase which will
be held later in 2025.

Councillor Zoe Nicholson
Leader of Lewes District Council
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Accessin Seafordand Newhaveﬁ Cbmmitte
Zena Gibbs (front row, right) with Clir Maples
the council's Neighbourhood First team (sec

A community disability group has welcomed
new accessible parking spaces at West Street
Car Park in Seaford.

Members of Access in Seaford and Newhaven
Committee, which raises awareness of disability
issues and campaigns for disabled access to public
places, have voiced approval for the improvements
made by Lewes District Council.

Garden waste renewals

Customers have until Monday 31 March to renew
their garden waste service and ensure there is no
gap in collections. The service will run from April
2025 to March 2026, so any customers who are
new to the service are encouraged to sign up soon
and benefit from a full year of collections. To renew
As part of recent work to install new EV charging orjoin the service, visit lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
points, the council took the opportunity to redesign  gardenwaste

elements of the car park, which is located behind
Seaford Town Council offices.

The improvements include:
« New, better positioned accessible parking.

«  Wider hatchings to the accessible spaces,
making them easier and safer to use.

« Pathresurfacing.

Zena Gibbs, Chair of Access in Seaford and
Newhaven Committee, said: “We welcome these
new accessible parking spaces which will make a
real difference to the lives of people with disabilities
in Seaford. Parking is now safer and easier, and this
will make trips to the town centre more enjoyable.”
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“This news is hugely welcome. The process has taken longer than

we hoped, but Ringmer residents have been incredibly patient

and all of them will be delighted that the re-opening of this wonderful
community pool is now within touching distance.

“The funding from both Lewes District Council and East Sussex County Council
has made the replacement of essential pool machinery possible and that work
will now be completed in readiness for when the doors open in May.”

Councillor Johnny Denis, Cabinet Member for Tourism & Leisure
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“This is great news for businesses and customers alike across the
district and as a testament to that, nearly 40 businesses had already
joined the scheme by launch day.

“l look forward to even more business sign-ups and the benefits this
will bring in making our town centres and evening venues even better
and safer places to visit.”

Councillor Christine Robinson, Cabinet Member for Community Wellbeing
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The local fishing industry in Newhaven has
been given ‘a real boost’ with the opening of a
new fish processing plant.

The fishing community are now using the plant,
which operates in anindustrial unit on the Oak Estate
in New Road, to process, prepare and store their
catch that has been landed nearby.

Equipment includes a chiller, freezer, forklift
truck, pallet truck, an ice making machine and
storage containers.

The government granted £12.8m to improve the
infrastructure of the local commercial fishing
industry with Lewes District Council directing over
£1million to creating the plant.

~

To oversee the creation of the plant, Newhaven
Fishing Community Interest Company (CIC) was
set up, with a focus on sustainable fish products and
sustainable fishing techniques.

David Guy, Fisheries Consultant and Secretary
of Newhaven Fishing Society, said: “This is a
great opportunity for the fishers to research
new markets and work on adding value to their
catch. We welcome the council’s support with
this project. We have some exciting ideas in
mind and are looking for further innovative ideas
to take forward that support the local fishing
industry which is vital to the West Quay area and
supports many families and local businesses
throughout the south east.”




08

Council
carbon

3

emission:

has achieved a
reduction of 41% in carbon emissions and
17.6% in greenhouse gas emissions.

Lewes District Council

The figures are part of a new Climate and Nature
Strategy Update 2023/24 and Action Plan that
provides detailed insights into the council's ongoing
work and future plans.

The Climate and Nature Strategy Update also
highlights the various projects and initiatives
contributing to these reductions, including the
procurement of green tariff electricity, rationalisation
of office accommodations and the council's
transition to hydrotreated vegetable oil (HVO) for
fleet vehicles in early 2024 — this move is anticipated
to substantially reduce fleet emissions in the coming
years, demonstrating the council’s proactive efforts
to meet its ambitious targets.

For more information, please visit lewes-
eastbourne.gov.uk/climate-nature-strategy

A blueprint for cleaner, greener water

A council panel set up to monitor Southern
Water has published a report outlining a series of
recommendations to improve water quality in the
district and across the counry.

The comprehensive report by Lewes District
Council's Southern Water Panel calls on the
government to address the serious problems that
have beenidentified.

Toread the full report, visit
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/water




‘I offer my sincere thanks to
everyone who responded to
our recent stage of consultation
in the development of our

Local Plan. Your comments

will help ensure that our Local
Plan reflects the needs and
aspirations of our communities.”

Councillor Laurence O’Connor, Cabinet
Member for Planning and Infrastructure




More council
homes soon to
be completed

Lewes District Council has secured 17
new homes on the site of a former pub in
Peacehaven.

Work on Chalk View Villas is due to complete
this spring and includes one and two-
bedroom flats. Since acquiring the unfinished
development last year, the council has been
finalising all the remaining work required.

At a time when less than 25% of local
authorities have built any council housing
in the last ten years, Lewes District Council
has developed a pipeline of over 250 council
properties since 2019.




March 2025

RITEL |

Progress on
Newhaven
Square scheme

The Newhaven Square redevelopment,
whichis setto transform primary healthcare
in the town, is progressing well and on track
for completion by autumn 2026.

The project will create a new Health & Wellbeing
Hub including a new home for Quayside Medical
Practice and the Chapel Street Surgery and the
further development of the Primary Care Network,
anew pharmacy and the expansion of Wave Active
at Seahaven Swim & Fitness and its partnership
with healthcare to support those with health
conditions and the rehabilitation of patients.

A creative hub will also be developed to provide
space for co-working and start-up businesses.
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Cabinet councillors at Lewes District Council
have recommended that council tax support for
the worst-off people in the district continues for
the next financial year.

The Council Tax Reduction Scheme (CTRS)
provides financial support to around 3,250 of the
most disadvantaged working-age residents by
helping them meet their council tax liabilities and
allows about 2,000 of those experiencing the
greatest hardship to not pay any council tax at all.

Since it was first introduced in 2022/23, the CTRS
has been instrumental in helping residents cope

with the ongoing cost of living crisis, alongside a raft
of other council initiatives offering support.

Cabinet councillors also recommended continuing
with the Exceptional Hardship Payments Schemein
2025/26. This scheme provides additional support
to those who are most in need.

The CTRS and the Exceptional Hardship Payments
Scheme are just two of the ways in which Lewes
District Council is supporting residents through the
cost of living crisis.

Full Council will consider adopting Cabinet’s
recommendation at its next meeting.




B

Council awqu A
‘ '!sv’

“This community grants programme
is a key part of our commitment to
supporting the invaluable work of
local voluntary organisations and
has a real impact on improving

residents’ lives.”

Councillor Chris Collier, Cabinet Member for
Innovation, Delivery and People




Some 41% of visitors enjoyed access to
Charleston in Lewes for free last year. With
exciting new initiatives - including Sussex’s
first weekend Pay-What-You-Can Day, a
membership scheme now offering free entry
and free admission for young people under

18 - the venue is making art more accessible
than ever.

The cultural centre, which opened in 2023, is
a partnership between Lewes District Council,
Charleston and East Sussex College Group.

Later this month, Charleston in Lewes will open the
largest ever exhibition dedicated to the trailblazing
modernist Vanessa Bell. Spanning over 100 works,
VanessaBell: AWorld of Formand Colour celebrates
her extraordinary legacy through her paintings,
textiles, ceramics, furniture designs, and book
covers, cementing her place as a radical pioneer of
20th century British art.

The exhibition runs from 26 March to 21 September.

Also opening alongside is a free-to-visit exhibition by
contemporary artist, Koak.

For more information about visiting, see
charleston.org.uk/charleston-lewes




People can now visit the reception at Saxon
House, Meeching Road, Newhaven, from
10am to 2pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays to
access council services related to council
tax or benefits.

Visitors to Saxon House can drop off documents,
make basic enquiries and get advice on how to get
incontact with relevant organisations and services.

Visitors should keep in mind the reception space
is small and has limited privacy, in case they are
bringing others with them or want to discuss
sensitive matters.

Residents can also use the council's new
reception at 6 High Street Lewes which is open
from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday where similar
services are provided.

Residents can find information about all
council services at lewes-eastbourne.gov.
uk and problems can be reported online at
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/report-a-problem
without needing to phone or visit council offices.
Additionally, while out and about, people
can use the Report It phone app (lewes-

eastbourne.gov.uk/report-it) to tell the council
about street problems.




citizens

advice

Citizens Advice provides free, confidential and
impartial advice to anyone living, studying or
working within Lewes district. They provide
information and advice which will help people
resolve problems in areas such as:

» Benefits —help with all benefits and it has a team
of specialist benefit caseworkers

» Debt-in-house money advice to help with your
debts

»  Work - help with redundancy, unfair dismissal,
grievances, flexible working and more

»  Consumer —problems with your fuel bills,
disputes with tradespeople

» Relationships —divorce, relationship
breakdown, powers of attorney

+ Housing —homelessness, eviction and
tenancy problems

»  Cost of living crisis — food bank referrals,
emergency fuel vouchers, tailored household
support grant advice

» Specialist advice for autistic adults

For information and to contact Citizens Advice
visit lewesdistrictca.org.uk

Local freephone Advice line on 0808 278 7892
(lines are open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays 10am-3pm).

lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/district-news
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Opening hours
Prior appointments only, excluding Peacehaven,
whichis adrop-in service, no appointment necessary.

Out-of-hours advice options:
Website: lewesdistrictca.org.uk
Telephone: 0808 278 7892

Self-help website: citizensadvice.org.uk

A rural outreach drop-in service operates at
venues across Lewes district including Ringmer,
Chailey, Bishopstone and Newick, no appointment
is necessary. Visit lewesdistrictca.org.uk/
community-outreach for more information.

Lewes District Citizens Advice work in partnership with Lewes
District Council | Charity registration number: 1068146
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